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BY CHLOE REES] THE BLACKBIRD 


LEYS community 
quilt was unveiled at The Sacred 
Heart Church on Sawpit Road on 
Saturday 16th May. The quilt, made 
by local sewing group ‘Blackbird 
Leys in stitches', comprises of 20 
panels stitched by members of the 
Blackbird Leys community including 
children, street wardens and also 
BK Luwo's sewing group, based on 
Cowley Road. 

The group, formed by Anna 
Pavelin and Sasha East, was 
approached by Paul Isaacs - Area 
Community Centre Manager for 
Oxford County Council - in 2007. At 
the time Blackbird Leys was 
celebrating 50 years of the local 
community and participating in a 
variety of activities including a 
history project and creating a 
mosaic. 

The quilt, unveiled by Father 
David of the Sacred Heart Church, 
Anna Pavelin and Zoe Millington, is 
made up of a variety of different 
panels which represent aspects of 
the local community. y 

Themes include Evenlode Tower, ¢ 
a street warden symbol, a bird, a 
heart, a teacup, ducks, flowers, as 
well as a panel with '1957 - 2007' 
to celebrate the 50 year 
anniversary of Blackbird Leys. 

Zoe Millington of the local 
community was heavily involved in 
the production of the quilt. A keen 
sewer, Zoe had previously been 
involved in making banners for 
unions, so her experience of 
working on larger sewing projects 
was warmly welcomed! 

Zoe and Anna spent many 
weeks sewing all the panels 
together and putting together the 
finishing touches. Catalyst Housing 
Association kindly donated £100 for 
the group to get the quilt pro- 
fessionally finished. 

Father David is delighted to 
have the quilt hanging on the wall 
of the community room in The 
Sacred Heart Church, saying, "we 
were very pleased to be offered the 
quilt for the wall. Everyone thinks it 
looks really great here". 
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New look Leys News 


We've changed our appearance 
this issue by going over to a new 
size and brighter, more substantial 

paper. Our new printers are 
Newbury Weekly News (Ltd.). 


We hope you like the changes, 
tell us if you do 


Arts & Culture....cccccccceceseeseeeeeeeeeseeeeeneneees 5 
GreenfinGers......cccceeeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeee 14 
Lifetime Learning........c:ccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 15 
LEYS Creativity vncssscssissccsdncsaccsenssasinisinesae 17 
Competition Cormer.......ccscseceeeseeseeeeeenes 16 
What’s on in the LeyS.........cscseseeeeees 18&19 


Jim’s surprise party 65 not out! 
Turn to page 3 


NA 
What is this you ng carer up to? 
Find out on page 7 


ls AS 2 


Conroy wants Dads to join him 
Go to page 9 


Pathway fundraisers are the fastest! 


participants alike, the are training hard for another, 
THE DISCOVERY OF a cannabis factory in annual Rotary-organised somewhat more arduous 
Field Avenue on 8 May was just the latest 5km run and walk, held on fundraising activity, in June 
in a series of over 25 police raids over the Saturday, May 9, drew when several of them are 
last two months which have been part of approximately 400 runners taking part in the D Day 
the ongoing crackdown on_ drugs and 100 walkers. anniversary Abingdon to 
production and dealing on the Leys. The organisers expect to Argentan in Normandy charity 
Fifty plants were seized in the raid. PC Leigh ave made many thousands bike ride. ; ; ; 
Thompson, Drugs Coordinator for Oxfordshire, of pounds for the Pathway The 150 mile bike ride 
said: “The investigation is still on-going. A 50- Workshop and other charities over three days is in 
year-old man has been arrested on suspicion of from the event. All but two of collaboration with the 
cultivation of cannabis and is currently in police the workers from the Pathway Abingdon Town Twinning 
custody.” Workshop took part in the Association. Other money 
The police action has been welcomed by event in University Park. collected is going to Unicef. 
local councillors and residents alike with Gordon Three of the team of four A father and son tandem 


Roper, chairman of the Blackbird Leys Parish are pictured right: Robert team comprising of Paul and 
Council, said that residents are now informing Tubb, Frank Moxham and Jonathan Franklin are taking 


police where they see suspicious drug activity Andy Kyle, with Mark Roberts part. 


which is helping them in their job to disrupt the (from Thames Valley Saws) ; 
drugs culture on the estate. missing. They won the cup for It is not too late to support 


the fastest team for the first the team by contacting 
Anyone who has any information about drug time. Pathway on 714111 or by 
dealing should contact PC Thompson on 0845 The participants enjoyed a donating online at 
8 505 505 or, if you don’t want to talk to barbeque after the event, www.justgiving.com 
police or give your name, call the which was started by Pathway 
Crimestoppers charity on 0800 555 111. 


- RATED AS THE best one president Andrew Smith MP. ae: “4 a ike 
ISfuUp Ca ers ever by organisers and Some of the same people a a 
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Leys News is a not-for- 
profit business dedicated 
to providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. 
We encourage any resident 
to get involved in our 
work. 


Contact 


Address: 

Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Office Manager: 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who 


Board of Directors: 
Sasha East (chair), Teresa 
Fieldwick, Sebastian 
Fraczkowski, Javad Gohari, 
Tav Sahota, Roy 
Simmonds, Gerry Webb. 


Editor: 
Al Cane 


Office Manager: 
Anna Pavelin 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Volunteers: 

Jean Denham, 

Miriam Picha, Janet 
Pavelin, Rachel Williams. 


Contributers: 

Mario Balsamo, Katie 
Chester, Jean Denham, 
Trisha Gibson, Stuart 
Mabbutt, Anna Pavelin, 
Andy Proper, Helena 
Rodger, Chloe Rees, Donna 
Joy, Leah Owens, Gorden 
Roper. 


... Editorial... 


Diminished trust in 
Westminster 


THE NATIONAL political land- 
scape is being reshaped in 
front of our eyes with the 
exposes in recent weeks of the 
outrageous expense claims of 
some MPs. 

People’s trust in the politi- 
cal system at Westminster, 
already diminished, has taken 
a body blow from which it will 
be hard to recover in the near 
future. With county council 
elections on the near horizon 
people’s feelings are bound to 
be reflected. 

The scandal of MPs expens- 
es comes at a time when 
unemployment in Oxfordshire 
is at its highest for many years 
and the current downturn in 
the economy is surely a much 
bigger problem that affects far 
more people. 


The police drug raids on the 
estate are to be welcomed, it 
is long overdue time to deal 
with the dealers and the pro- 
ducers of drugs in a serious 
and consistent way. Police 
depend on local information 
and it is encouraging that peo- 
ple are giving them some of 
that information. 

On a personal note it will 
soon be time for me to move 
on and I will be vacating this 
chair in July to make way for a 
new editor. The reasons for 
this are that my other work 
prevents me from giving this 
job all that it deserves. I 
appreciate the support and 
welcome I have been given 
over the last year. 

Al Cane 


In memory of Mark Hapgood 


MARK, of Ashmole Place, 
Blackbird Leys, died on 
April 7 aged 25 years. 

Father of Kaine, sister 
to Diane and brother to 
David. He lived at 
Ashmole Place with his 
uncle, Frank McCarthy 
and Frank's mother, the 
late Mrs McCarthy from 
the age of three. 

Mark was on the 
verge of joining the Royal 
Marines when he died, 
having come near to the 
top of the applicants. He 
also ran a painting and 
decorating business and 
attended Peers School. 


Leys News | June 2009 


Have you seen this pram? 


THE PRAM, pictured right, went 
missing on Tuesday 7 April at 
around 5pm when left outside a 
flat in Little Bury, Greater Leys by 
the owner who was visiting friends 
with her daughter. 

It contained a few items, 
including a cosy toes in matching 
material, a mauve blanket with the 
name of Esme embroidered on it, a 
grey and blue-striped beanie and 
pink fingerless mittens. A rain 
guard was also in the tray under 
the pram. 

The owner was shocked that 
anyone could steal a baby's pram 
and would really like to get it back. 
She reported it to the police. 


Anyone who has any information 
should get in touch with Leys 
News on 711756. 


All the ways you can get involved with Leys News: 


1. Become a paid distributor. If you 
would like to deliver Leys News every two 
months give us a call on 711756. You need to 
be over 14 and have a responsible attitude. 


2. Write for the paper: We're always 
looking for writers and people with an eye 
for a story. We have a Community 
Journalism Project which is a flexible 
scheme where you will receive free training. 
For more information contact Anna on 
711756 or email editor@leysnews.co.uk 


3. Send in your photos, pictures or 
poems for our creativity page. These can 
be by adults or children and sent in by 
members of the public, children's groups or 
schools. Email to editor@leysnews.co.uk or 
post to Creativity Page, Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX. 


4. Editorial meeting: Tell us what you want 
to see in the paper. Open to the public - just 
drop in. Next meeting: 1pm Wednesday 10th 
June, Boiler room cafe, Pegasus school 


5. Write a letter to us. Email to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or post to Letters 
Page, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 


6. Office Volunteer: We are always happy 
to have office volunteers. No experience 
necessary. You will benefit by gaining 
experience and a reference for future paid 
work and by knowing you have made a 
contribution to your local community paper. 


7. Enter our competitions: You have a 
very high chance of winning! 


8. Become a Director with Leys News. 
We have meetings every 6 weeks to make 
decisions concerning the paper. Local 
people or members of other community 
groups are very welcome. 


For more information contact Anna 
on 01865 711756 or email 
officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Fabia Cerra: standing up for the curvaceous woman 


Leys resident Donna Joy, who knows Fabia, sent in her personal feelings on the woman behind 
the story following her appearance on Britain’s Got Talent. 


Leys News Drop-in 


at the Boiler Room Cafe 


1.00pm, 10% June 


Come along and 
tell us your news, 
or comment on how we can 
improve the paper. 
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A LOCAL LADY from Blackbird Leys shocked the 
nation and was given the yes vote from all three of 
the judges on one of Britain’s biggest talent 
contests. Her talent was performing a professional 
dance routine topless. This brought entertainment 
to the judges and the audience who put her 
through into the next round. The judges were not 
sure what to expect, but it was certainly an eye 
opener for them. Simon looked thrilled with the 
audition and he has never smiled so much while 
saying “Fabia, I absolutely adore you!” Whilst Piers 
Morgan declared “You are my kind of woman!” 

Fabia Cerra, 35 and a mother of one, has 
danced most of her teenager life and has won 
many world disco championships trophies.Since 
performing in the show she has talked about her 
past journey and experiences. Fabia has not had 
the happiest of childhoods and since performing 
she has received a number of hate mails, about 
her weight and how she performed. This has made 
Fabia think twice about performing again and we 
are all waiting to see if she does. 

I don't agree with the advertising hype that 
women should be skinny to be able to look good 
or that they think it could hold them back from 
their goals and dreams. The greatest artists and 
sculptors have always portrayed the female figure 
in all its curvaceous beauty. 

If the judges found Fabia adorable I can’t 
understand how people can be so shallow as to 
make so many bad comments about her weight 
and the fact that she is being judged for what she 


did. So why can’t we appreciate a big, beautiful 
woman who is not afraid of being herself and has 
the self-confidence to be natural. 

As someone who knows Fabia in person I can 
say that she has more confidence now than she 
did when she was slimmer. People that don't know 
her are judging her by what they saw. Fabia 
wasn't always a big girl and has always had 
confidence in spite of the heartache she has been 


through in her past. She is a stunning lady with a 
great personality and has always said if you have 
a dream go for it. She has done just that. 

Whether you agree with what Fabia has done, 
or not, it proves one thing, that in this country we 
still have a stigma on what people do or look like. 
We must stop the hate campaign and support our 
fellow Brits in all they do. 

She might have done something a lot of people 
would not do but that doesn’t change the Fabia we 
all Know and love. She is still the same person 
inside and is no different to the thousands of other 
people who never give up hope on achieving their 
goals in life, no matter their age or size. 

Fabia has commented in a national paper and 
said that her life so far has been so incredible she 
has written an autobiography with writer Martin 
Noble. The book is now published and is called “In 
Two Minds - Living with Bipolar Disorder.” 

Writer Martin said: "It is an astonishing book, 
and extraordinary story." Fabia is hoping she'll be 
able to add a chapter that tells how she wins 
Britain's Got Talent and performs on the Royal 
Variety Show. 

I say “way to go Fabia”, just for showing big 
beautiful women that you can achieve your goals 
at any size or age, just by being who you are. 
Donna Joy 


“In 2 Minds” by Fabia Cerra is published by 
Chipmunkapublishing.co.uk 
It is priced at £5.00. 
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Surprise party for Jim: 65 but not retiring 


LOCAL COMMUNITY activist and church worker 
Jim Hewitt walked into the Glow Hall on Friday 
27 March to a surprise 65th birthday party put 
on by colleagues at the Credit Union. People 
were there to pay tribute to Jim for his massive 
contribution to the community over 30 years. 
Apart from being one of the prime movers at the 
start of the Blackbird Leys Credit Union, Jim has 
been the community church worker for many 
years and involved in many other community 


initiatives from the CDI to taking part in 
pantomimes to helping to welcome the East 
Timorese community in the area. 
Andrew Smith MP said of Jim that "He has 
always been at the heart of the community and 
church activity and has an unfailing commitment 
to the welfare of the community." 
Jim will not be leaving the area, in fact he's not 
retiring from the Credit Union, but will continue 
to be involved in its finances. The one thing he is 


stepping down from is his paid role as 


community church worker. Rev David Parry paid 


tribute for Jim’s work, always from a Christian 


practical way. 


perspective, which expressed the gospel in a 


Jim was 'flabbergasted' to be the centre of a 


surprise birthday and in his usual modest way 


Diametrically opposing views on 
house expansion 


IN EARLY MAY the 
Government published its 
approved version of the 
South East Plan. This 
includes 55,000 new homes 
in the South East from 2006 
to 2026 which is an average 
of 2760 to be built each year. 
Oxford City has been asked 
to provide 8000 new homes 
in that time and in another 
part of the announcement 
the Government has asked 
for a review of the Green Belt 
to allow a further 4,000 
homes to be built south of 
Grenoble Road. 

This has been welcomed 
by the Labour group on 
Oxford City Council and local 
MP Andrew Smith who are 
arguing the case for more 
affordable homes and see the 
need for an expansion of the 
city to meet this urgent need. 

Under the plan 35 per 
cent of all new homes must 
be affordable. The council 
believes that there is just not 
enough room within the city 
to contain the 8000 homes, 
let alone the 4000 proposed 
for south of Grenoble Road. 
The Government has 
instructed Oxford City and 
South Oxfordshire District 
Council to work together to 
consider the proposals to 
amend the Green Belt. 

South Oxfordshire District 
Council and Oxfordshire 
County Council are 
vehemently opposed to the 
house building scheme, as is 
the Campaign for the 
Protection of Rural England 
whose Campaign Manager Dr 


“This is 


Helena Whall said: 
exactly what the Oxford 
Green Belt was created to 


prevent. Such unchecked 
expansionism will harm both 
the countryside and the city 
itself. The city’s expansionist 
plans have now _ been 
endorsed by the Government 
- but the fight to contain 
Oxford and preserve our 
precious countryside — will 
continue, if necessary in the 
courts." 


Subsequently heads of 


planning from Oxford City 
and South Oxfordshire 
councils have agreed to 
meet, even though they have 
opposing points of view on 
the plans. 


@ What will the effects be 
on Greater and Blackbird 
Leys if this development 
went ahead? 


@ Would new community 
facilities and commercial 
development be put in 


place? 


® Are Leys residents keen 
to see more houses built 
on farm and utility land 
to help solve the housing 
shortage or can a line be 
drawn in the sand to 
protect the countryside 
from urban development? 


Leys News readers are 
invited to send in their 
opinions. 


made a short speech before opening birthday 
gifts, book tokens and cutting the birthday cake. 
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Healthy Living job 
preparation course 


The Healthy Living Initiative is part 
of a partnership which has set up a 
‘Preparing to work in the public 
sector' course over five weeks from 
the beginning of June. 


The course includes CV 
preparation, tips on filling out 
application forms, practice 


interviews, and an inside view of 
how human resources staff operate. 
The course runs on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 10am to 1pm 
for three weeks at Union Street, 
East Oxford from 3rd June. The 
other partners are NHS Oxfordshire 
and Oxfordshire County Council. 


Pre registration is essential by 
ringing Dannah or Jim on 
07920211405 or 07920211402. 


The Clockhouse 


The Clockhouse IT Project 
continues to gain users and 
recognition. One of its funders, the 
Grassroots Foundation, paid a visit 
recently and came away pleased 
and impressed with the way things 
were going at the Clockhouse. 

The project's other funders are 
UK Online and it has also received 
financial assistance from Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council recently. 

The beginners morning and 
afternoon classes are almost full 
and an intermediate class is being 
established. 

Co-ordinator Gerry Webb told 
Leys News that they are looking at 
chartered registration of its tutors 
and also want to reach out and visit 
people in sheltered accommodation 
with the projects’ laptops. 


For more information about the 
Clockhouse IT Project call 01865 
395908 


New manager at Leisure Centre 


The newly-appointed manager of Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre, David Evans, tells Leys News about 


his plans for the centre. 


DAVID knows Oxford well, 
having lived in the city for 12 
years, and formerly worked for 
the City Council and in other 
leisure orientated businesses. 
He started managing the centre 
in late February when Fusion, 
the London-based charity, took 
over the running of many of 
Oxford's leisure and swimming 
centres in a big shake-up of 
Oxford's leisure services. As 
well as the Leisure Centre in 
Blackbird Leys, David also 
manages the Temple Cowley 
Swimming Pool. 

While it is still early days, 
David Evans is focused on 
bringing Fusion’s forward 
looking vision and commitment 
to customer service to the 
centre, but he is keen to retain 
and build on the community 
links and expand the range of 
what is on offer. 

For beginners, the Aspires 
Gym is now open from 6.30am, 
allowing members to use the 
facilities before going to work. 
He rates his gym instructors as 


being first rate and thinks that 
the facilities and services 
offered by the gym _ are 
comparable to those of a private 
health fitness club. 

He tells me that while a few 
former staff have left, there is a 
healthy balance of existing and 
new staff running the facility, 
which gives some continuity. 

He is keen for the centre to 
continue hosting those extra 
events like the regular dog 
shows, basketball competitions 
and community football 
tournaments. 

David says that the sports 
hall has the facility to host really 
big indoor events and wants to 
encourage them in the centre. 
The Slice card scheme continues 
as does the Bonus Slice scheme 
which provides low-cost access 
to facilities for people on income 
support and other benefits. 

The centre will continue to 
provide a home for the Well- 
Being Hub, who have been 
responsible for starting many 
initiatives aimed at getting 
people more active and the 
Healthy Living Initiative and 
Cafe Creme, which opened in 
January. 

Although the majority of 
Leisure Centre users are local to 
Blackbird Leys, David is keen to 
draw people in from further 
afield, particularly when 
regional events are hosted at 
the centre. 

As a final thought he adds 
that he wants the centre to play 
its part at the centre of 
community activities. 
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Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 
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Yee-ha! it’s line dancing on the Leys! 


Dancing in My Dreams 


Oxfordshire Theatre Company join forces with Catalyst 


Housing Group 


OXFORDSHIRE Theatre 
Company, in collaboration 
with the Catalyst Housing 
Group in Blackbird Leys, 
is bringing the musical 
play Dancing in My 
Dreams to The Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue on 
Friday 19 and Saturday 
20 June at 7.30pm. 
With songs from the 
1930s _ including ‘Top 
Hat' and 'Dancing Cheek 
to Cheek' and move- 
ment inspired by 
Hollywood, Dancing in 
My Dreams is inspired 
by the many children 
whose lives were 


changed forever by the 
experience of living in 
war time Britain. 

It tells the story of 
Kathleen, an evacuee 
who loves dancing and 
Ginger Rogers and Fred 
Astaire, but when the 
bombs fall she must 
swap her life in London 
for the fields and farms 
of the countryside. 

Oxfordshire Theatre 
Com-pany is_ involving 
local residents in the 
production, particularly 
through the Clockhouse 
Project, where older 
people will have a 


special visit from cast 
members. 

The company is also 
hosting a session from 6 
- 7pm on Saturday 20 
June for people to share 
their experiences of 
growing up in war time 
Britain. 

Anyone that wants to 
join can pop along - tea 
and cake will be 
provided! It is hoped 
that a group of young 
people will also join the 
company on stage to 
sing a selection of songs 
from the era. 

Artistic Director 
Karen Simpson said: 
"We are keen to 
involve as many local 
people as possible and 
would be delighted to 
hear from people 
interested in helping us 
to promote the show 
and to join us on the 
night to assist with 
serving and _ selling 
refreshments, pro- 
grammes and tickets. 
Please call us on 01865 
249444 if you would 
like to get involved." 


With a limited number 
of tickets available 
advance booking is 
advised. Tickets are £7 
adults, £5 concessions 
or £20 family ticket for 
4. They can be 
purchased in person 
from the Catalyst Office 
on Nightingale Avenue 
from 9 - 5pm Monday 
to Friday, or by calling 
Oxfordshire Theatre 
Company on 01865 
249444 or by visiting 
www. wegottickets.com. 


Line dancing is just one 
of the many new low- 
cost activities being put 
on at the Clockhouse 
for the over 50s. 


THE FIRST session held on May 
11 was enjoyed by eight 
participants under the friendly 
tutelage of Paula Pym, who got 
them all going learning fun and 
easy steps. The next two hour 
session is on Monday 8 June at 
the same time of 1.30 to 3.30pm. 
The cost is £1.50 per person 
which includes tea or coffee and 
biscuits. 

The other spring activities at the 
Clockhouse are Singing for Fun on 
Tuesdays from 1.30 to 3.30pm, 
which is free, Creative Crafts on 
Wednesdays at the same time, 
this carries a £2 per session 
material charge and the 
Gardening Group, on a Thursday 
evening from 6 to 8pm. 


All of the above have 10 sessions 
and any further information is 
available by ringing Sally 
Meachim at the Clockhouse 
Project on 395908. The sessions 


GLASTONBURY LOOKS SET to go ahead. 
Although the latest swine flu risk was 
set to put a spanner in the works it 
seems that the concern is a lesser risk 
than originally thought. I doubt there 
will be another chance to see Bruce 
Springsteen in a field this year at least! 

The new Green Day album is worth a 
listen, once again some big choruses 
and a great first single. 

Loads to go and see in Oxford in the 
next two months. From Gary Numan, 
Papa Roach and Athlete at the O2 
Academy Oxford. 

The Cornbury Festival on 11th and 
12th July offering a great line-up for 
everyone. Scouting for Girls and the 
Sugarbabes has been confirmed. There 
is also a farmers' market and children’s 
theatre workshops. 

As always The New Theatre in Oxford 
has a good offering for June and July. 

The Saturdays appearance on the 5th 
June is expected to sell out. But always 
remember to try seetickets.com just in 


are in association with 
Oxfordshire Adult Learning. 


Get FREE Theatre Tickets! 


ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND 


TIMES ARE TOUGH for every- 
one at the moment, so it's not 
often entertainment is on offer 
for free. But young people in 
the Leys are being offered a 
free night out at the theatre 
through 'A Night Less Ordinary' 
at Oxford Playhouse! 

‘A Night Less Ordinary’ is 
an Arts Council England 
scheme in association with 
Metro, which will provide 
618,000 free theatre tickets to 
anyone under 26 in more than 
200 venues across England 
until March 2011. 

Theatre can often seem 
expensive, and most people 
don't like to spend their money 
on something they're not sure 
they'll enjoy. 

The idea behind this 
scheme is to give a young peo- 
ple the chance to try some- 
thing different for free. 

Just like going to a live gig 
is totally different to only lis- 
tening to a band, going to a 
live performance at the theatre 
is a world away from just 
watching drama shows on TV. 

Oxford Playhouse shows 
some of the best performances 
around. 

This summer there are all 
sorts of things on, from BRIEF 
ENCOUNTER, the most talked 
about show in London's West 
End, to THE BFG, Roald Dahl's 
enduringly popular children's 


book, brought to life on stage. 
Coming up later in the year is 
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK, 
Oxford Playhouse's ever-popu- 
lar pantomime. 

Free tickets are available 
for shows on Tuesday & 
Wednesday evenings, and Sat- 
urday afternoons, and they're 
first-come, first-served at the 
start of each month, subject to 
availability. 

The usual way to book 
these free tickets is to call the 
Oxford Playhouse Box Office on 
01865 305305, or visit 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com/free to 
find out more. 

But as a special introduc- 
tion to 'A Night Less Ordinary', 
readers of Leys News can call 
Ruth at Oxford Playhouse on 
01865 305312. 

The first 5 people under 26 
to ring will get a free ticket to 
see Brief Encounter in July, 
and will be met by staff at the 
theatre on the night to wel- 
come them in. 

Or you can just call to get 
more information on how it all 
works! 

If you feel like you're stuck 
in a rut: always listening to the 
same music, always watching 
the same stuff on TV, then this 
is the perfect chance to get out 
and see something new. 

It may just be a night you'll 
never forget. 


case. 

Also there's a rare opportunity for a 
meet and greet with Canadian artist 
Bryan Adams. There are also ordinary 
tickets available for 6th July. Just to add 
some comedy in the mix Bill Bailey, one 
of my favourites, is live at the New 
Theatre from the 10th through the 15th 
August. Book now to avoid 
disappointment. 

Last, but not least, check out the Out 
To Graze festival at Shabbington near 
Thame on 12 and 13 June; with the likes 
of Krafty Kuts and Bassmentality. A 
dance music weekend at its best! You 
can buy your tickets from Baby Simple, 
or check out the website for other 
retailers. So enjoy the start of summer 
and I will keep my fingers crossed for 
the weather! 

Have fun, Trisha. 


Rhymes, raps 
and storytelling 


A POETRY and storytelling in performance 
course led by renowned poet and performer 
Steve Larkin, from Hammer and Tongue, 
begins in late May at the Old Music Hall in 
Cowley Road. 

The course runs on Monday evenings 
through June. The course will help participants 
with creating live pieces in freestyle rap or 
storytelling. Microphone techniques and stage 
craft are also included. 

It is aimed at age 16 and over. The course 
is put on by Starlight Enterprise Limited, 
Fusion Arts, Innovations Unlimited and Oxford 
Brookes University. 

To register a place call Starlight Enterprise 
on 01865 776691. 
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Sounds Like Summer 2009! (ines en 
Aston Rowant National Nature Reserve Ril Staright Enterprise Limited ENGLAND 


Saturday 25" July, 1-6pm 


A fun day out for all, even bigger and better than last year! Only £7 for adults, KIDS GO FREE! 


Free coaches leaving from around Oxford! Book now by calling Sue Funge on 01865 776691 
Location — J6 M40, signposted from A40 nr Stokenchurch, south side of the reserve, opposite Cowleaze Wood 
car park. 


Bring a picnic or enjoy our wide variety of food stalls! 
Plenty to do for all the family, including: Green Man musical stroll, Drumming & African Instrument workshop, 
Make your own musical instrument, Storytelling, Wildlife craft activities, nature walks. 


For more information or to perform on the day contact 
Jenny on 01844 351833 or Cathy on 01844 355506. 


Need help giving up smoking ? 


Sato 


With your local 
NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 


in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 
0845 40 80 300 NHS 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting SMOKEFREE 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Leys Cadets on Parade 


Leah Owens reports on her day at the Blackbird Leys Army Cadet base 


CRA 
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I arrive at the Blackbird Leys 
Army Cadet base (Littlemore 
Detachment) in Sandy Lane, on 
a cold Thursday evening in 
early March, to see around 
twenty cadets, in full combat 
gear, out on the parade ground 
doing ‘drill’. Inside the small, 
garage like, building, CSM Gary 
Turner gives me the low-down 
on the 'Rifles' as they're now 
known. The 'Rifles' are part of 
the Army Cadet Force, which is 
a national voluntary 
organisation sponsored by the 
Army. It offers young people 12 
- 18 years of age, challenging, 
adventurous military and 
community activities such as 
parachuting, canoeing, 
orienteering, firearms training, 
first aid, sports and army style 
exercises, where they get to 
play at being real soldiers - with 
weapons (even if they only fire 


blanks). The aim is to inspire 
young people to- achieve 
success in life with service to 
the queen, their country and 
the community. Of course there 
is also the desire to stimulate 
interest in the Army. Everyone 
seems to agree that the camp 
weekends are the most fun, 
with everyone looking forward 
to the two week summer 
expedition. There's even talk of 
going to Africa if they can get 
the funds. 

Apart from the activities the 
cadets join for a variety of other 
reasons. You can make great 
friends, gain a qualification 
(equivalent to 4 GCSEs) and 
learn a number of life-skills. 
These young people _ talk 
eagerly of leadership, 
confidence building, discipline, 
using initiative - all skills any 
worthy employer will be looking 


— 
== 


for in a potential employee, 
particularly in a shrinking job 
market. You don't have to want 
to be a soldier to get a great 
deal out of being a cadet. 


Lifesavers 

If proof were needed as to how 
important some of these skills 
can be I'm directed towards 
Corporal Iain Rae and Cadet 
Sarah Simmons, both 
seventeen. Last February, on 
the way home from Oxford 
School, they helped save the 
life of a young girl who had run 
across the Cowley Road and 
into an oncoming car. Corporal 
Rae focused on keeping the girl 
conscious while Cadet Simmons 
grabbed a towel from a passer- 
by, on his way to the gym, to 
staunch the flow of blood. Their 
quick thinking and_ cool 
headedness earned them both 


Three want to make a difference 


Three young people from Greater Leys have stepped forward under their own initiative with the intention of 
raising money for the Oxford Young Carers Project, a charity that benefits many and operates from east Oxford. 


THE THREE, who all live near each other, are 
Caitlin Dickerson, 11, and _ Lisa-Caitlin 
Crawford, 8, who have joined together with 
Alanta Hissey-Powell, 10. They wrote a 
personal letter to Sue Funge and Glen 
Berley of Starlight Enterprise Limited 
requesting their help in setting up a 
fundraising event in Greater Leys to support 
the charity. They are in the initial stages of 
planning a special garage sale at the 
Starlight premises at Kingfisher Green 
sometime in the summer. 

The reason why they have chosen 
Oxford Young Carers as a charity they would 
like to support is because they have helped 
Alanta over a number of years. She cares for 
her mum, who suffers from depression, and 
in her own words, said, “ I care for my mum, 
when she goes through things that are 
difficult.” “I want to raise money for Young 
Carers, because of all they have done to 
help me.” 

Alanta attends the 9 to 12 age group 
sessions in Union Street after school every 
other Thursday. She recently attended and 
spoke at a conference organised by the 
charity. Once the group have set a date for 
their fundraiser details will be made 
available through Starlight and the Leys 
News website and newspaper. The website 
of the Oxford Young Carers Project is at 
www.coolyoungcarerscare.com and they 
can be contacted on 01865 205192. 

Right: Caitlin Dickerson, 


Alanta Hissey-Powell 
and Lisa-Caitlin Crawford. 


the St John Ambulance 'First 
Aider of the Year' certificate as 
well as the Chief Constable's 
Commendation award. 

The Cadets offers structured 
activities in a safe environment 
and nurtures’ those _ long 
forgotten great British 
characteristics of discipline, 
duty, resilience, courage and 
courage. It certainly looked like 
everyone was having a great 
time. If you want to challenge 
yourself and push the 
boundaries find out more by 
looking at the website - 
www.quebeccompany.org.uk 
or for enquiries about Quebec 
Company events or joining call 
01869 259681. 

You never know what it 
might lead to in the future. 
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From my point 


of view 


Robert Wilson has been living on Greater 
Leys for 11 years, he has been employed 
most of that time as a construction site 
manager, but is currently unemployed. He 
recently approached Leys News about 
wanting to get involved in some way, so we 
asked him to write about something he is 
passionate about. He is keen to get involved 
and help set up and run a dad's group with 
Starlight Enterprises, also based at Kingfisher 


Green, and these are his words. 


I am forty-one years old, 
single, a loving father to 
three children. All have 
different mothers and all 
are living in different 
circumstances. To sum 
myself up, and my children, 
in| one word would be 
complicated to say the 
least. I think the easiest 
way to start is at the 
beginning. 

My eldest child, no 
longer a child, but. still 
always my _ baby boy, 
Ashley, is twenty-two years 
old now and we are still 
living together. I took 
interim custody of him 
when he was about eight 
years old, after a period of 
serious incidents. Along 
with very strong legal 
support and, above all, the 
strongest support from his 
mother's mother, I took full 
custody of Ashley which 
turned out to be everlasting 
and final. I must say now 
that I only coped so well 
thanks to the enormous 
help and input of Ashley's 
grandmother, Paulette, who 
enabled me to work and 
lead a decent social life, 
etc. 

Moving quickly on, I have 
two more gorgeous children, 
as gorgeous as my first boy, 
Ashley. Alfie, aged 7, and 
Isabella, aged 4. 


Having attended small 
organisations on dad and 
kids themes (Rose Hill Dads 
etc) I've found them 
thoroughly rewarding, 
helpful and enjoyable. I'm 
now challenging myself to 
form another similar 
organisation (if I'm not a 
father - who is?) to share 
fathers' experiences, 
problems, joys and woes, 
to arrange trips, events, 
clubs, sports groups, 
careers and general advice. 
It would be like-minded 
dads gathering together to 
share the aforementioned 
and develop, with perhaps 
some friendly help and 
advice on education along 
the way. 

My hopes and aims in 
all of this are to help dads, 
whatever their 
circumstances, to shine, to 
bond further with their kids 
and to develop _ their 
existing relationships in any 
and every way. 

There is absolutely no 
contest with mothers at all. 
We just want to better the 
lives of kids and dads by 
unifying Dads and Kids. We 
(Dads'n'Kids) want © all 
families of all sizes, shapes, 
creeds and colours, to grow 
in happiness, health and 
harmony. 


Glow Hall's future 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN to the Glow Hall at the 
Community Centre when Learning Communities comes 
to the end of its life at the end of June? Their use of 
the Glow Hall is likely to pass onto another community 
initiative or group. The CDI already use the building 
for their end of summer finale youth performances 
and other showcase events and the Healthy Living 
Initiative have also expressed an interest in using the 


hall. 


Sponsored Tandem Sky Dive 
DO YOU FANCY undertaking the tough challenge of 
jumping 12,000 feet out of an aeroplane in aid of 
Oxfordshire Mind. Once you exit the aeroplane you will 
accelerate to 120 mph, covering each thousand feet in 


approximately five seconds! 


At 5,000 feet the instructor will deploy a square 
parachute so you can land softly and gently some four 
minutes later. To participate in this event, individuals 
need to pay a registration fee of just £30 and pledge to 
raise £450 in sponsorship and through fundraising. A 
full fundraising pack is issued when you apply. For more 
information contact Nicky Clargo on 01865 263733 or 
email nicky.clargo@oxfordshire-mind.org.uk 
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The Leys News cut-out-and-keep 


TAKE-AWAY GUIDE 


pia 


Better Ingredients. 


Better Pizza. 


www.papajohns.co.uk 


80 Rose Hil 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


© 


01865 40 2050 


7 Knight’s Road 
Blackbird Leys 
Cowley, Oxford 


01865 779252 


Delivery Charge £1.00 Extra 


Take Away Service 


Home Delivery Available 
Minimum Order £8.00 
OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY TO THURSDAY: 5:00pm - 11.30pm 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY: 12noon - 2,00pm & 5.00pm - 12 Midnight 
SUNDAY: 5.30pm - 11.30pm 


AK City Chinese 01865 243028 94 Cowley Rd 

Aziz Indian 01865 794945 228-230 Cowley Rd 
Café Spice Indian 01865 747575 98 The Parade 
Carribean Carribean 01865 717171 7 Hollow Way 
Chillies Indian 01865 775849 Unit 2 Dunnock Way BBL 
China Kitchen Chinese 01865 775833 131 Oxford Rd 
Chopsticks Chinese 01865 798084 246 Cowley Rd 

Dil Dunia Indian 01865 241493 

Dominos Pizza Pizza 01865 777137 57 Between Towns Rd 
Dragon Bowl Chinese 01865 772555 11-13 Hollow Way 
Fratellis Pizza 01865 248200 247 Cowley Rd 
Golden Wok Chinese 01865 248158 170 Cowley Rd 

Jaipur Indian 01865 723029 218 Cowley Rd 
Kashmir Indian 01865 242941 64 Cowley Rd 
Marios Pizza 01865 722955 103 Cowley Rd 

Mirch Masala Indian 01865 728581 137-139 Cowley Road 


01865 77 58 49 
UNIT 2, DUNNOCK WAY, BLACKBIRD LEYS, OXFORD OX4 7EX (NEXT TO SPAR SHOP) 


Nawabi Tandori 
Oisi Master 
Oxford Thai 
Papa Johns 
Pizza Rapid 
Pizza Roma 
Red Star 

Rice Box 
Spice Box 
Star of Asia 
Sugar & Spice 
Sun Hong 
The First Floor 
Tsang's kitchen 


Zeera Tandori 


OPENING HOURS: 
5.00PM — 11.00PM 
SEVEN DAYS 


FREE HOME DELIVERY SERVICES 
MINIMUM ORDER £8.50 

OVER 6 MILE RADIUS 

10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION 
(ON ORDER OVER £10.00) 


01865 77 58 50 


TANDOORI 


64 Cowely Road, Oxford, OX4 1JB 


FREE HOME DELIVERY 
TEL: (01865) 250165 or 242941 
20% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR LUNCH & DINNER (EXCEPT FRI LUNCH) 


Pizza Rapid 


Pizza delivery 


Indian 


Japanese/Chinese 
Thai 

Pizza 

Pizza 

Pizza 

Thai, Japanese & Chinese 
Chinese 

Indian 

Indian 

Indian 

Chinese 

Thai, Indian & chinese 
Chinese 


Indian 


01865, 777 ies 


20 Chiltern Business Centre, Garsington Road 


FREE DELIVERY — MINIMUM ORDER £7.50 
We accept cash/credit and debit cards 


Opening hours: 
Fri, Sat, Sun: 3.00pm to late 
Mon — Thurs: 5.00pm to late 


01865 766555 _5 Girdlestone Rd, Headington 
01865 201010 49 StClements 

01865 203763 179 Cowley Rd 

01865 402050 80 Rosehill 

01865 777123 20 Chiltern Business Centre 
01865 790606 

01865 251248 187 Cowley Rd 

01865 202138 178 Cowley Rd 

01865 395999 _—_— Unit 16 Chiltern Business Centre 
01865 295959 237 Cowley Rd 

01865 395999 _—_— Unit 16 Chiltern Business Centre 
01865 779252 7 Knights Rd, Blackbird leys 
01865 200203 158 Cowley Rd 

01865 245480 147 Iffley Rd 

01865 777216 55 Between Towns Rd 
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Dads' Zone on the Corner 


v 
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IN THE ZONE: Conroy Harris in front with Jarek SI 


Families are invited to 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre on Saturday 20th June 
from 10am to 3pm for the re- 
launch of Dads' Zone. The 
event will be packed with fun 
for children and their parents 
or carers. Activities planned 
include a bouncy castle, a 
magician, a children's 


in conjunction with the Family 
Learning initiative. The 
funding will enable’ the 
Saturday dads' session to 
continue throughout’ the 
summer holidays, with a 
number of exciting activities 
such as trips, den building 
and a different theme for 
each week. 
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odkowski and his 
daughter Paulina Slodkowska with Glen Scrivener on the right. 

it's vital 
underestimate the 
importance of their role in 
bringing up 
‘Statistics show that the more = and 
involved men are at all stages 


development, the 
chances for the children to 
grow up healthy, 


BY KATIE CHESTER 


it can only lead to a more 
equal and fair society.' 

Dads' Zone is a space for 
male carers of children to get 
together, get support from 
other men, and 'get down and 
dirty' playing with their 
children. There's support for 
dealing with everyday issues 
around child care and a 
positive approach to play, 
which helps with children's 
communication — skills and 
development. Conroy says 
men are often less informed 
about what services are 
available to them and their 
children, and Dads' Zone can 
provide sign posting and 
advice. They also have a jobs 
board and information about 
training opportunities. A full 
English breakfast is available 
for a small charge. 


Conroy hopes the new 


extended hours of Dads' Zone 
will appeal to a wide range of 
men, including shift workers. 
It's a drop in session, held 
every 


Saturday between 
10am and 1.30pm. 

While Dads' Zone is a space 
just for male carers and their 
children, Conroy is keen to 
stress that the family centre 
is always available for men as 
well; 'It's a family centre, and 
that includes dads, step- 
dads, granddads and other 
male carers too. As well as 
myself, there are male 
volunteers working at the 
centre and all staff are very 
welcoming towards fathers 
and male carers." 

Conroy's future plans include 
a course called ‘Time for 
Dads' where dads can get 
together and gain confidence 
knowledge about 
parenting, and one called 'Hit 
the Ground Crawling' - a 
course aimed at new dads, to 
help them with caring for 
babies. 


moe 


that men do not 


children: 


their children's 


more 


balanced 


entertainer and a barbeque. 
There will also be a selection 
of the activities normally on 
offer at Dads' Zone such as 
making things, outdoor play 
and sand and water play. 

The day will also see the 
launch of the Dads' Zone 
summer programme, planned 


The event is being planned by 
Conroy Harris, the new Dads' 
worker at the family centre. 
Conroy has been in post for 
three months and has been 
focusing on making sure the 
family centre is a welcoming 
space for men as well as 
women and children. He says 


and well-rounded individuals. 
They tend to do better at 
school and are less likely to 
get into trouble. Involvement 
in the early stages is crucial 
for providing positive male 
role models. A lot of early 
child care is left to women, 
but if men get more involved 


For more information contact 
Conroy on 0777540 7524, 
drop into Dads' Zone any 
Saturday between 10am and 
1.30pm or come along to the 
open day on 20th June. 


New outreach worker 


May and has several years 
experience working in a 
similar area in Swindon and 
will be running two weekly 
advice sessions at the Farm 
House in Greater Leys. The 
Thursday session is a drop- 
in from 10 to 12 and the 
Friday one is at the same 
time but by appointment. 
Appointments can be booked 
through the reception at the 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
on 01865 770206. The 
sessions cover all areas of 
money advice and citizens' 
benefits and people can be 
referred onto other agencies 
if Cathy hasn't got all the 
answers at her fingertips. 


Cathy Wells is the newly- 
appointed outreach worker 
at the Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. Cathy began her two 
day a week post in early 


Raffle and table top sale 

The Advice Centre is holding a major fundraising day and 
summer raffle on Wednesday 15 July outside their premises 
at the Top Shops. The centre is in urgent need of extra 
funds for running costs and any money raised will go 
towards this. They have already attracted some very 
worthwhile raffle prizes, including a two hour sailing lesson, 
a Sunday roast dinner, tickets to a match at Oxford United, 
a photographic portrait session and theatre tickets. Raffle 
tickets go on sale on Monday 1 June and will be sold up to 
1pm on the day of the raffle and sale. They are looking for 
donations towards the table top sale and will take anything 
except clothing. Donations can be left at the centre, but not 
outside opening hours. Contact ASAC on 01865770206. 


oxfordshire 


eg theatre 


aX&company Presents 


Dancing in My Dreams by Neil Duffield 


The Barn, Long Ground, Blackbird Leys 
Friday 19 and Saturday 20 June, 7.30pm 


Dancing in My Dreams is a musical play about the 
many children whose lives were changed forever 
by war time Britain. Kathleen loves dancing and 

Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, but when the 
bombs fall, she must swap her life in London for 
the farms and fields of the countryside. 


Oxfordshire Theatre Company, based in East 

Oxford, is one of the country’s leading touring 

companies, pioneering new plays and creating 
‘Big Theatre in small spaces’. 


Recommended minimum age 8 


Tickets: £7 full price; £5 concs; £20 family 


In person: Catalyst Reception, Nightingale Ave 
By phone: Oxfordshire Theatre Co. 01865 249444 


Online: www.wegottickets.com 
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Bingo! at Potters Court 


ON EASTER MONDAY the organizers of the weekly bingo session 
at Potters Court held an Easter Bonnet parade attended by Lord 
Mayor Susanna Pressel, who judged the winners. Overall winner 
was Avis Sinnott, with Rita Green in second place and Rita 
Osborne third. 

The weekly sessions, which have been running for a few 
years are organised by Edward Lockyer with help from Gary and 
Liz Seeney, cost £5.20 for six books which includes two raffle 
tickets and the chance to take part in a rollover weekly jackpot 
prize, which can reach £25. Doors open at 6.30 with eyes 
down at 7.30pm. Any money that the sessions raise goes 
towards running the club and organising an annual shopping 
trip towards the end of the year. There is room for new people 
to join the sessions, the only limit is that they have to be over 
14 years old. Anyone interested in finding out more can call 
Edward on 07795037307. 


The dark ford 


‘The dark ford at the clearing’ is suggested as the original 
meaning of the name Blackbird Leys, which in 1897 was 
called Blackford Lays. This and many other interesting 
origins of place names throughout Oxfordshire are revealed 
in a new book called Oxfordshire Place Names by Anthony 
Poulton-Smith, published by Amberley Publishing and priced 
at £12.99. The book also gives Couelea as the Saxon name 
for Cowley, dating from 1004, which had changed into 
Covelie by the end of that century. 


Dancing in My Dreams 
By Neil Duffield 4 


— 
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For more information about Oxfordshire Theatre 
Company visit www.oxfordshiretheatrecompany.co.uk 


Catalyst 


x Communities 


Sponsored by Catalyst Communities 
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Birthday Celebration for 50 a as 7 
Years of MINI Production at Th st ea el atat hc pen PTE tat von tata ca 
Plant Oxford 


Fifty years ago the very first Cowley-built Mini rolled off Plant 
Oxford’s production line. Now, for the first time in half a century that 
first car has come back to its birthplace to celebrate 50 years of 
production at Cowley. 


[BY GILL MANNING 


BY KATE GRIFFIN| THE COWLEY ROAD 
CARNIVAL, Oxford’s largest 
community-led outdoor event, will be held in 
South Park and renamed “Carnival in the Park”. 
The move is happening because the event's organ- 
isers are not confident of securing enough funding 
to close Cowley Road and turn it into a car-free 
space for the day. Closing the road incurs signifi- 
cant costs because of the need to re-route buses 
and ensure the safety of the thousands of atten- 
dees. 

The Cowley Road Carnival was first organised 
by East Oxford Action, a social enterprise company 
which is now being wound up. Coordination of the 
event has been taken over by the East Oxford 
Action Charity, a separate organisation set up with 
the specific aim of securing the long-term future 
of the carnival. However, as a new organisation 
the charity does not yet have the funding to hold 
the carnival in its existing form. 

Coordinator Danielle Battigelli said, “Initial 
seed funding has been secured from the city 
council and other funding applications are in 
process. But with very limited resources currently 
available, it does mean that it would not be possi- 
ble or safe for the charity to put on a carnival on 
the Cowley Road this year.” 

Carnival in the Park, which takes place on 5 
July this year, will have many of the aspects that 
makes the Cowley Road Carnival a yearly success: 
community art, food, performance, costumes and 
a strong multicultural element reflecting Oxford’s 
diverse communities. 

Organisers are hoping that that this year’s 
event will have just as much community involve- 
ment and support as in previous years, despite 
the change in location. The East Oxford Action 
Charity is asking residents to get in touch if they 
are interested in getting involved. 

Danielle Battigelli said: “Carnival needs the 
people and the businesses of Oxford and 
Oxfordshire to come forward and offer whatever 
they can - volunteer time, skills, expertise, equip- 
ment, finance - to contribute towards staging a 
successful event this year, and to be part of secur- 


THE OLD ENGLISH White Mini a 
— registration number 621 AOK a 
- visited for the day on the 8th AN WHo rere, ee: 
May to mark its birthday in ‘Tas ad 
style. The Plant hosted former 
employees and friends of the 
plant - past and present - to 
mark this special day. 

Plant Oxford was 
responsible for building 
602,817 Minis from 1959 to 
1968, and since 2001 more 
than 1.4 million new MINIs 
have been produced here. 

BMW Group member of the 
board of management for 
production, Frank-Peter Arndt 
was at Oxford to celebrate with 
the Plant. 

Mr Arndt said: 
“Anniversaries are always a 
wonderful opportunity to look 
back at the past. But on days 
like today, it’s also good to look 
ahead to the future. Therefore, 
our target objective is 
absolutely clear: We are going 
to continue the success story 
of MINI and even strengthen 
it.” 

“Where is MINI going? 
Where will it be in ten, 20 or 
even another 50 years’ time? 
Perhaps it’s rather ambitious to 
look that far ahead, but one 
thing that is certain, is that 
MINI is a brand not only with a 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS BROWNIES are looking for some more leaders. They 
meet every term time Thursday at Holy Family Church Hall, Cuddesdon 
Way. There are at present 11 brownies, although the unit has had as 
many as 28 in the past. Girls come along and have fun playing games, 
doing crafts and activities, days out and occasional residential pack 
holidays. There is also a Rainbow unit for 5 -7 year old girls, and Guides 
for girls 10-15. 

Adults who help out at Brownies are CRB checked, and can simply 
come along occasionally as a unit helper or register for the Adult 
Training Scheme, which leads to a qualification as an adult leader. We 
don’t need any special skills - your enthusiasm and time are more 
important. It is a very rewarding way to give something back to your 
community, and have fun at the same time. 


50 year old mini visits its birthplace 


great tradition, but also a 
fantastic future.” 

Thousands of visitors from 
across the globe also 
celebrated MINI’s 50th 
birthday at a special 
celebration at Silverstone. 
MINI United - between 22nd 
and 24th May - saw car 
enthusiasts gather to enjoy 


and shows, along with a 
concert headed by Paul Weller. 

Dr Jurgen Hedrich, Plant 
Oxford’s managing director, 
said: “Little did anyone know 
just how popular Sir Alec 
Issigonis’ car for the people 
would be - or that half a 
century later it would be 
reborn as the MINI and once 
again be built in Oxford. 


“This is a really momentous 
day in the plant and car’s 
history. Everyone at the Plant 
is proud to be part of both the 
heritage and future of this car.” 

Guests at the 50 Years 
celebration include former 
employees of the plant, who 
worked on the classic Mini back 
in 1959, 


ing and developing Carnival for the future.” 

The charity plans to bring the carnival back to 
Cowley Road in 2010, but achieving this aim 
depends on raising enough funding in the interim 
period. 


For more information visit 
www.cowleyroadcarnival.co.uk 
or ring Danielle on 01865 251305. 


three days of racing, activities 
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Thursday 4 June 


Leys and Lye Division 
There are eight candidates standing for the two seats 
available on Thursday 4 June. 

Labour, Conservative, Liberal Democrats and the 
Green Party have all put up two each. The IWCA is 
not standing in this election. With the standing down 
of Barbara Gatehouse, only Labour’s Val Smith is 
fighting to retain her seat in this division alongside 
Labour candidate Richard Stevens. 

Ian Bearder and Rosemary Morlin are the Liberal 
Democratic candidates, while Gareth Jennings and 
Sarah Sproat are standing for the Conservatives. The 
Green Party is represented by Aly Duckmanton and 
Jed Ramsay. 

The polls are open from 7am to 10pm and each 
voter has the opportunity to vote for two candidates. 


European election 
On the same day the European elections are held 
where there are 10 candidates on the list for each 
party standing and there are 15 parties of them, 
although one of them only has one candidate. 
The South East constituency is a vast one and 
covers the counties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
East Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Kent, 
Oxfordshire, Surrey and West Sussex. Each voter 
gets one vote and from these votes a proportional 
representation count is made which elects the 10 
MEPs. 


For a full list of candidates and parties see 
www. europarl.org.uk/section/european-elections/ 
candidates#southeast 


MUM OF SIX Kerry Ashley-Morgan 
from Blackbird Leys has become the 
country's first Family Matters Link 
Worker. The project started on the 
Leys six months ago and the aim is 
to offer help and support to people 
who have a family member going 
through the justice system. It all 
started five years ago when Kerry's 
own son first got into trouble with 
the police. He ended up going 
through the court system and 
spending some time in a young 


offenders’ institution. Kerry says at 
the time she felt isolated and 
uninformed and didn't know where 
to turn for help. 

In November 2007 Kerry did a 
Community Parenting course at 
Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre 
which then led on to some training 
with Thames Valley Partnership - a 
crime prevention charity. Kerry 
found the course very empowering 
and it inspired her to set up the 
project to offer other people in the 
community the help and support 
that she didn't have when she 
needed it. 

The project is funded jointly by 
the Children's Centre, the local 
Cluster Schools and Thames Valley 
Partnership. It started last 
September, initially for six months 
and was recently awarded funding 
for another year as it has been so 
successful. 

So far Kerry has helped nine 
local families. She is able to 
offer non-judgemental support, 
reassurance, advice, information 
and sign-posting to other agencies 
that can help. Kerry points out that 
there is a lot of help available, but 
people don't always know about it 
or know how to access it and this is 
where she comes in. She can also 
offer practical help. For example she 


was recently able to put a local 
mum in touch with her son by 
finding out which remand prison he 
had been sent to. As someone who 
has been in the same position 
herself she knows what people can 
be going through and is also able to 
offer a friendly ear. 

Sometimes people can feel so 
ashamed and embarrassed that 
they keep the situation hidden, and 
Kerry wants to point out that there 
are many others in the same 
position. She hopes to set up a 
drop-in support group in the near 
future so that people can get 
together and talk things through in 
a supportive, non-judgemental 
environment. 

Kerry has recently been involved 
in training people at Rose Hill, and 
in the future she would like to see a 
Family Matters Link Worker in every 
children's centre. 


Kerry can be contacted on 01865 
779615 or through the Children's 
Centre at Cuddesdon Corner. 
There is also a useful website for 
the families of prisoners at 

www. prisonersfamilieshelpline.org.uk 
and a free national helpline on 
0808 808 2003 


General advice 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in ses- 
sions are in the centre on 
Mondays 2.00pm-4.00pm and 
Fridays 10.00am-12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Call 01865 770206 


Oxfordshire Chinese 
Community & Advice Centre 
44B Princes Street 

Drop-in sessions: Monday 10am- 
4pm 

Other times by appointment. 
Ring 01865 204188 to arrange. 


Oxford Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau (CAB)O 

95 St. Aldates 

Drop-in sessions: 
Monday-Wednesday: 10am-ipm 
Thursday: 10am- 4:30pm 
Friday and Saturday: 10am- 
12pm 

Appointments are available 
outside these times. Ring 0870 
2200608 to arrange an 
appointment or for advice over 


the telephone (not available on 
Wednesdays). 
www.oxfordcab.org 


The Citizens’ Advice Bureau also 
offers financial advice sessions 
for patients of Donnington 
Health Centre and East Oxford 
Health Centre. These sessions 
are for patients only and can be 
arranged by appointment 


through the surgery receptionist. 


Ring 01865 771313 for 
Donnington Health Centre and 
01865 263120 for Bartlemas 
Surgery (for patients of East 
Oxford Health Centre). 


Debt advice by 
phone 


The Consumer Credit 
Counselling Service 
Confidential, free advice and 
support to anyone who is 
worried about debt. Ring 0800 
138 1111. www.cccs.co.uk 


National Debtline 

Free, confidential and 
independent advice. Ring 0808 
808 4000. 

www. nationaldebtline.co.uk 


There are hundreds of women and girls enjoying guiding in 
Oxfordshire, from 5 year old Rainbows to Adults. We are launching our 
Centenary celebrations, with a two day event at Cotswold Wildlife Park 
in September this year. Meanwhile lots of events are being planned, 
including a Centenary Camp for Guides, Rangers and adults. 


If you want to know more about guiding in Blackbird Leys, contact 
Gill Manning on 01865 770959, or e mail gill. manning@yahoo.com 


If you would like to know more about guiding nationally, take a look 
at the website www.girlguiding.org.uk 


Payplan 

Debt management and free 
confidential debt advice including 
help with budgeting. Ring 0800 
716239. 

www.payplan.com 


Housing help 


Housing needs team 

Oxford City Council’s housing 
needs team can give you 
information about what help is 
available to avoid your home 
being repossessed. Ring 01865 
252858 or write to: Housing 
Needs Team, St Aldates 
Chambers, St Aldates, Oxford 
OX1 1DS. 


Shelter 

Free housing advice helpline. 
Ring 0808 800 4444. 
http://england.shelter.org.uk 


Other services 


BBL Credit Union 

Located in the Leys Linx Centre, 
in the Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre. 

The Blackbird Leys Credit Union 

provides an alternative to using 


Many people in Oxford are suffering from the impact of the credit crunch: pay freezes, job cuts and the increased difficulty of obtaining credit. 
However, help and advice is available from a variety of sources. 


a bank. It is a registered 
financial cooperative offering 
savings and loans to members of 
the community of Blackbird 
Leys. You can use a credit union 
account to deposit cheques, and 
draw benefits. 

Although credit union staff and 
volunteers can offer basic 
financial advice, the credit union 
is not a debt advice centre. 

Call 01865 718503 
bblcu@yahoo.co.uk 


Oxford Credit Union 
Temple Court, Suite 1a, 107 
Oxford Road, Cowley 

Open: Monday 10am-4pm; 
Tuesday and Thursday 10am- 
1pm; Friday 10am-4pm; 
Closed Wednesdays and 
weekends. 

Call 01865 777757 or email 
info@oxfordcreditunion.co.uk 
www.oxfordcreditunion.co.uk 
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What's on at The Leys Children’s Centre 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Saturday 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Cuddesdon 


Corner 
01865 773263 


(Linked with Orchard Meadow 


School 01865 778609) 


Morning 


Stay and Play for Babies, dads, mums and carers 
9.30am —1 1.30am 
Contact Mikko Enticknap, 01865 773263 


First Aid* starting 15 June 
9.30am — 12.30pm 
Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
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* childcare available 


Afternoon 


Creative Group” for parents 
12.30pm — 2.00pm 
(£1.50 contribution for materials) 


The Listening Centre 
12.30pm — 9.00pm, 
phone 01865 794794 


Getting Ready for 
School* 

starting 11 May 
12.30pm — 2 .30pm 
Contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


Pegasus Salsa* 9.30am — 10.30am PEEP for babies (Birth — 1 year) 
01865 777175 Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615. Starting 1st June 1.30pm — 2.30pm. call 01865 395145 
Windale Stay and Play 9.30am - 11.00am 


01865 777796 


Contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 777796 


Cuddesdon PEEP for 1s 9.30am - 10.30am Call 01865 395145 The Listening Centre 
5.00 — 9.00 

Corner Baby massage 10.15am — 11.15am ae me 

Contact Monika 07879 674425 Parent-talk 7.30pm — 9.30pm 

; contact Rosie Hill 01865 875482 

Stay and Play — with lunch 

(small fee) 11am — 2pm 
Pegasus Follow-on Maths* Starting 28 April 

9.15 am — 11.15am. Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
Windale Aromatherapy: part 2* starting 28 April 

9.30am — 11.00am contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 779615 
Cuddesdon ESOL Women’s group* 9.30am — 11.30am Teenage and Pregnant (TAP1) The Listening 

contact 01865 773263 1pm — 3pm Contact Claire Johnson Centre 5pm — 9pm 
Corner for details 01865 773263 


Manicure and Pedicure® starting 3 June 
9.30 am — 11.30 am. Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 


Music & Singing 
Group starting 13 May 
3.30pm — 4.30pm 
contact Anne Wells 
01865 779615 


Midwife Clinic for post natal and 
baby checks, support and advice. 
12.30pm — 2.30pm. Drop-in or phone 
01865 221696 for an appointment 


Orchard PEEP Baby Group 
Meadow 1.30pm — 2.30pm. Call 01865 395145 
Pegasus Stay and Play 9.00am — 11.30am Stay and Play 12.45pm — 3.00pm 
Parent-talk 10am — 12pm. Contact Rosie Hill 01865 875482 
i Creative Group* 12.30pm - 2.30pm 
Windale Contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 777796 
Cuddesdon Family Links* Agnes Smith Advice Centre Sewing Group* 12.30pm - 2.30pm_ The Listening 
Corner 9.30am — 11.30am (for advice on benefits, money Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 Centre 
Contact advice and debts) 10am — 1pm. : 5pm — 9pm 
01865 779615 on 01865 770206 Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
Windale PEEP for 1s 9.30am — 10.30am. Call 01865 395145 
Cuddesdon The Baby Café Job Centre Plus Post-natal Pilates 
12.30pm — 3.00pm starting 1 May 
Corner supporting breasteeding) Contact Claire Johnson for details 1.30pm — 2.30pm 
10.30am —1 2.30pm. Stay & Play — with lunch contact Anne Wells 
le Roberts 01 2 
Carole Roberts 01865 788688 eter esiall fe) 01865 779615 
Orchard Friendly Group for ESOL mums* starting 1 May COMING SOON 
Meadow 9.30am — 11.00am. Contact Pauline Thomas 01865 779615 bs 
er Introduction to Aromathera 
Pegasus Family Links* starting 1 May at Pegasus Py 
9.15am — 11.15am. Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
Windale Parents Coffee Morning 9am -— 11am Helping your Children 
with Reading and Writing 
at Windale 
Cuddesdon Dads’ Zone 10am — 1.30pm. Every Saturday. 
Corner Contact Conroy Harris 0777 4507524 


Maluchy — Little Ones 9.30 am — 10.30 am 
Every Saturday. For information contact 
07951 263 191 (English) or 07874 187 704 (Polish) 


OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Chy dren’s Centres 


for families in Oxfordshire 


Supported by 


= 
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Builders move in on new Oxford Eco-Nursery 


NURSERY CHILDREN in 
Oxford cut the first sod at the 
end of March on the new one 
million pound state of the art 
nursery being built on the site 
of the old skate park on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

The development for 
Midcounties Co-operative is 
expected to take seven 


months to complete. 

The current Blackbird Leys 
nursery is on the Oxford and 
Cherwell Valley College site, 
which is earmarked for re- 
development. 

Imagine Co-operative 
Childcare General Manager, 
Haydn Lunn, said: "The new 
facility is really exciting for 


us; the children will be able to 
continue their learning in a 


modern building with 
renewable energy and solar 
heating. 


"The new nursery is on 
Cuddesdon Way which is only 
500 yards down the road 
from the present site. We will 
be able to cater for 72 


children in our new setting, 
most of whom will come from 
the local estate." 

As part of its investment 
in the local area Midcounties 
Co-operative is building a 
brand new skate park just 
further down the road. "We 
are currently talking to local 
youth groups to see what 


Knife or Life Conference 


The second CDI Knife or Life Conference took on a much higher profile this year when over 170 young people, 
parents, teachers and professionals gathered at the Kassam Stadium on Thursday 26 March. 


ABOUT 
attended 


100 


STUDENTS 
from the Oxford 


Housing Association. 
provided an 


He 
inspiring and 


The event was run by 20 
young people involved with 


country 
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facilities they would like to 
see on their new site. The 
skate park was a tennis court 
in a previous life and had 
become run down. We hope 
to come to an agreement that 
will benefit everybody." 

The nursery is expected to 
be open for business in 
October. 


Messy Jam Dance Troupe, the 
Swiftly Movers from BBL, who 
have been making noises in 
the area locally, aided by 
Jungle Drummer and DJ Fu 
with MC Script. 

The Young Disciples from 
Birmingham were also there 
to perform. It was lively, loud 
and full of positive messages. 

Over the Easter holidays the 
CDI held further musical 
workshops and performances 
in the community centre and 
Glow Hall, culminating with 
an acclaimed performance by 
rapper Skinnyman. 

Again Dj Fu and Jungle 
Drummer were there to help 
young people experience and 
develop. different musical 
styles and performance. 


from different parts of the 
in future to break 


Academy, Oxford School and 
St Gregory the Great. The day 
long event was broken up into 
keynote speeches, group 
workshops and performances. 
The opening keynote 
speech was by Twilight Bey, 
who grew up in_ the 
economically deprived, gang 
and drug-affected communities of 
South Central Los Angeles 
and works’ with Catalyst 


thought provoking talk that all 
agreed set the tone for the 
day. 

At the end of the day 
Angela Lawrence, from 
Manchester group Mothers 
Against Violence, spoke. The 
three workshops were 
entitled ‘What’s music got to 
do with it?’, ‘Can anybody 
hear me?’ and an anti-knife 
crime workshop. 


the CDI, both paid workers 


and volunteers. Marsha 
Jackson, CDI coordinator, said 
after the event: “To see the 
community and schools come 
together under one roof was a 
big step forward.” 

She praised young people 
for working so hard on the 
conference and added that 
the CDI would be working 
closely with other groups 


down barriers and help bring 
about some positive action to 
get young people not to 
consider the carrying of 
knives as an option. 

Thames Valley Police and 
their knife crime coordinator 
were involved, as were 
Oxford Safer Communities 
and representatives of youth 
organisations. 

Performances were by the 


Salsa Kids update 


GEORGE MARTINI'S Salsa Kids 
sessions go from. strength to 
strength in local schools. He and 
his dance teacher partner Debbie 
were recently at Pegasus School 
presenting certificates to Year 5 
pupils for their excellent dance 
work. 

He says that some of the 
teachers also attend his classes 
elsewhere and help to encourage 
the children. He is starting a new 
venture at the school on Monday 1 
June with the introduction of 
Zumba, a Latino fitness class. 

It starts at 9.30am, lasts an 
hour, is aimed at adults and costs a 
pound. There is also a free créche 
and it is sponsored by the 
Children's Centre. 


Street wardens dig 


OXFORD STREET WARDENS report 
that following their successful twin 
projects with young people in 
March; the art and _ ceramics 
sessions at Blackbird Leys Youth 
Centre and the Trax building are 
doing well, they are now embarking 
on an allotment project. They have 
got the use of an allotment at 
Compton Terrace in Rose Hill and 
are wanting young people from 
Littlemore, Rose Hill and Blackbird 
Leys to get involved this summer. 
Anyone interested in becoming a 
Junior Warden is encouraged to join 
in, as is any parent who can lend a 
hand. 

The wardens have been helping 
reassure local people when the 
recent drug raids were in progress 
and also’ getting people to 
participate in the NAG survey to 
determine their policing priorities. 

To contact the Street Wardens 
call them on 07955301230. 


The coming summer CDI 
youth activities are already 
being planned to take place 
over four weeks, with multi 
media, MTV projects, graffiti 
art and street olympics on the 
cards. 

Street Olympics is about 
taking street sports to 
different parts of the estate 
for young people to join in 
with, among them street 
hockey and football. The CDI 
is waiting to hear the outcome 
of funding applications. 

The summer activities 
culminate with a final 
performance of talent, music, 
dance and art at the Glow 
Hall. 


Left: Swiftly Movers 
Below: Two dancers from 
Messy Jam 
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Keep fit in the Garden 


HELLO TO EVERYONE out 
there in gardening land. 

Is it just me or do people 
have the gardening bug even 
more seriously this year? 

Perhaps because during 
the just past winter we had a 
few seriously cold weeks, 
people feel we have had ‘a 
proper winter’, and so 
possibly feel the need to get 
gardening earlier and with 
even more vigour to prove to 
themselves that spring is 
actually here. 


My article is short and 
sweet this month, and if you 
take heed of the message 
contained within, my job will 
have been done. 

My message this month is 


Healthy Gardening, especially 
as I have seen a number of 
people injure themselves 
already, with their new found 
energy. 

With the commencement 
of the new gardening year, 
we all rediscover muscles 
that we'd long forgot about, 
especially in the back area. 

Don't put on your boots 
and grab the nearest spade 
or rake and get stuck in up to 
your eyeballs straightaway. 
Do some warm up stretches 
and exercises first. Even the 
easiest of jobs in the garden 
can cause muscle strain if 
you go too mad too soon. 

Start with the simple jobs 
first and when you feel ready 
move on to the harder tasks. 

Don't get carried away 
with the thought that there is 
so much to do and you don't 
have time to limber up. 

Even a minor injury can 
mean you don't get things 
done anyway. There are only 
24 hours in any day, so 
remember that you can only 
do what you can do. 

However hectic it is out 
there in your garden, there is 
always time to lean on your 
fork, stretch, and just give 
your work and the wider 
garden a healthy dose of just 
looking at, and enjoy. We can 
easily forget to do this at 
times. 


Happy Gardening. 


Blackbird Leys Lt 
Leisure Centre (ily 
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WI member Katie Chester reports on the Leys WI after their first full meeting. 


THE new Leys WI had their 
first full meeting in April. 18 
women from the Leys 
attended the meeting and 
were given an introduction to 
the WI as well as enjoying a 
talk on local history by John 
Chipperfield, based on his 
column in the Oxford Mail, 
‘Down Memory Lane’. 

In the May meeting 17 
women attended and 13 
became fully __ paid up 


rrr 


members. Six committee 
members were elected: 
Rachel Fisher, 25 year old 


mother of two from Greater 
Leys (elected president); 
Louise Ptaszek, mother of one 
from Greater Leys; Judy 
Dykes of Greater Leys; 
Bridget Lambert of Greater 
Leys; Jenny Wells from 
Greater Leys and Moe Scholl, 
also from the Leys. 


The committee is now 


Above: The Leys WI committe 


preparing to take over the 
running of the local group. 
After the election, the group 
had a demonstration § of 
parchment craft by tutor Liz 
Collier of Denman College. 

The Leys WI meets at the 
Clockhouse on_ the _ first 
Wednesday of each month 
from 7.30 to 9.15pm. 

The next meeting on 3rd 
June will include a talk by 
horticulturalist Rosamund 


Page on the courtyard garden 
she designed for the Chelsea 
flower show. She will also be 


happy to answer any 
questions about gardening. 
Anyone’ interested in 
joining or finding out more 
can contact Barbara Gray on 
Oxford 514239 or just come 
along to one of the meetings. 
To become a member costs 
£29 for the year and _ this 
includes 11 meetings. 


New health & fitness classes 


PAX 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


; 


AMY JOHNSON, 


an Oxford 
Women's Training Scheme 


student, picked up a Gold 
Medal of Excellence award for 
her work on a City and Guilds 
foundation course in painting 
and decorating. 

She was presented with 
her award, along with 15 
others from the South East, 
by Baroness’ Perry of 
Southwark, at a lunch event 
held at the House of Lords 
back in mid March. 

According to her tutor 
Marilyn Moody, it was Amy’s 
quality of course work that 


Scared of doing something 
different? 
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initially attracted the attention 
of an external verifier. 

He commented on her 
excellent documentation, her 
annotation of photographs 
and the clarity of her course 
work. 

From this she was able to 
submit an application for the 
award and was astounded to 
be recognised in this way. 

Amy, who lives — in 
Headington with her seven 
year old daughter Bethany, 
had a job with Domino's Pizza 
when she decided to get 
herself some new skills. 


Contrary to common belief, it was not the Mummy’s curse that 


killed the first archaeologists to defile the ancient Pharoah’s tomb, 


but 2,200 years of accumulated dog breath 


Then why don’t you come to the Archaeology Workshop? 


(for local young people) 


Saturday 6th June 
12.00pm - 4.00pm 


Transport and lunch provided 


Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 


For more details please contact: john.kelly@brookes.ac.uk 


tel: 07920 584069 or 01865 483756 


She is also, in her spare 
time, a children's tap, ballet 
and modern dance teacher, as 
well as helping out training 
the local majorettes. 

She has now gone on to 
be considered for another 
award - the City and Guilds 
Medal of Excellence. She was 
waiting to hear the results 
and has enrolled in another 
part-time course at OWTS, 


the Certificate in Basic 
Construction § Skills, which 
covers plastering, plumbing 


and tiling, 
subjects. 


amongst other 


Inset: Amy with her medal. 


Left: Amy surrounded by this year's 
crop of students at the college in 
Blackbird Leys. 


She told Leys News that 
her confidence had grown a 
great deal in the time she had 
been with OWTS and she was 
now able to help a friend out 
converting a house. 

Amy’s advice to others 
considering doing a course 
was to "Go and do it because 
you learn so much, it's very 
hands on and it's fun." 


For infomation about courses 
at Oxford Woman’s training 
Scheme call Josie on 01865 
550827 
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Blackbird Leys college 
student with national award 


OXFORD 
HERWELL VALLEY 
c t 


BY ANDY PROPER 


BRICKLAYER Tom Coppock from 
Radley was one of three 
students from Oxford and 
Cherwell Valley College in 
Blackbird Leys to gain a top 
award for an annual skills to 
build event. 

The two other students, 
who were unable to attend the 
awards ceremony, were Beau 
Hewlett, 20 and Adam Bushnell, 
also 20. 

Tom has been working for his 


father's family-run business 
(B. Coppock & Sons) for the 
past six years where his father 
put him through his 
apprenticeship. 

The 22 year old, pictured 
here with his tutors, trowel 
trades lecturer Peter Hill and 
wood trades lecturer Paul 
Tierney, is one of four people 
who are in a UK squad for top 
young tradesman. 

He gained this position by 
being entered into two 
competitions by his tutors two 
years ago, the first being the 
Regional Finals in Reading and 
then onto the Nationals held in 
Birmingham. 

It was in Birmingham where 
he gained his place on the UK 
squad. He was up against 13 
other bricklayers who all had to 
build a series of models to be 
judged. 

He came second. He is 
waiting to hear in June whether 
he has been chosen to 
represent the UK in the World 
Skills Competition, which is 
taking place in Calgary, 
Canada. Good luck Tom! 


Out of the blitz comes BLITZ (again) 


THE Blackbird Leys IT Zone 
(BLITZ) is now registered as a 
community interest company 
at Leys Linx at the community 
centre. 

John Clifford, who has 
been looking after the centre 
for a while, has gone ahead 
and recruited a couple of 
directors to help him (and the 
community) maintain a centre 
on the Leys for people to have 
access to good quality courses 
and use of drop-in facilities. 

Well-subscribed free courses 
are already running in 
beginners and intermediate 
computing, with more to come 
in web design and digital 
photography in the pipeline. 


OREN 
DAYS 


OXFORD. 


BROOKES 


Locations: 


The centre has a capacity of 
12 students and is aimed at 
adults. 

The centre is open from 
9am to 4pm Mondays to 
Fridays, with the exception of 
an all day private computer 
training day on Thursday. 
Drop-ins are there when no 
class is running. All tutors are 
qualified and the centre wants 
to develop a communiversity 
type approach from _ the 
bottom up. 

Glen Berley, one of its new 
directors, said of the centre 
“This is a great opportunity for 
people to get involved in 
learning.” 


Headington Campus, Harcourt Hill Campus, 
Wheatley Campus, Accommodation 


The University's three campuses will be 
open between 9.30am and 4.30pm 


on Saturday 13 June 2009. 
During the day you will be able to: 


@ Meet lecturers to find out more about the subject(s) 
you are interested in 


@ Look round the campuses 


e Attend talks on finance and accommodation 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. If 
you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 
Marie Jones on 01865 484866 
or marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


e@ Subject specific information at various sites 
and directions given on arrival. 


To register check out the website 
www. brookes.ac.uk/studying/contact/opendays/university-13-june-09 
or to the enquiry desk on 01865 484848. 


OXFORD 


OXFORD 


~ UNIVERSITY | 


UNIVERSITY 
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Test your observation skills 
Find the man in the coffee beans 


fos & <a < 
DOCTORS HAVE CONCLUDED that if you find the man in the coffee 
beans in three seconds, the right half of your brain is better 
developed than most people. If you find the man between three 
seconds and one minute, the right half of the brain is developed 
normally. If you find the man between one minute and three 
minutes, then the right half of your brain is functioning slowly and 
you may need to eat more protein. 

If you have not found the man after three minutes, the advice is 
to look for more of this type of exercise to make that part of the 
brain stronger! Yes, the man really is there! 


| To win 4 upper Gallery tickets for an 

, Oxford Philomusica concert in Haydn 

| Series in June or July. 

1 Just tell us who is the composer pictured below. 


(Closing date: 14th June) 


AMIS WELD isiisivctesvesnncticeconscavens 


Leys wewS SUNKEN Werdsear 


THIS COMPETITION can be entered by adults or 
children. Win a £25 book voucher to spend at the OUP 
bookshop. 19 of the words below are contined in the 
puzzle but one is missing! Which one is it? 


Send your entry to Wordsearch Competition, 
26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 
The closing date for entries is 30th June. 


Beachball 
Sun S O G H A Zz F E 
— ASUNGLAS 
LRHOLIDA 
ce AWCUGWNW 
Holidays DMEAIWNE 
Heatwave MCRICKET 
ore HSCSSASA 
EGLHNACN 
neewe ~6d TAILIEESNI 
Sones TEABBNIA 
Picnics WSIAGEUN 
Sunglasses ALSRBEAC 
Sonblint VNSBSLSA 
- EQCESGLA 
_— CAAQLPIE 
ering EMMUGBIK 
Hayfever NOPESBDE 
Bikini WNIWAIVN 
ae GANSSMCD 
i ASGINAEN 
IDPAIDNG 
eed HMDNOCSI 
Tennis 


MTMMOMARHNHOCMAAHHAPOWHKNS< 
AYrAAWDWCACHHNWANADDA|AAwAHnEAS 
ZAHRKWWUVHSAMOMPrRRWWMAANHHNDW 
ARPA DWAMANHNKNWHHNANYPAYPY 
PAHPNPYrNHNHDAMVUERMrOAwWCHAHHM 
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MISSING WOF: ....ccceeeeeeee sees eeneneeeeeeeeeeeenee 


INGEN: force needa vaseawenesaaasaneacadaaaai anacaneonncut 
Address: 


PHONE NUMDEL: .....cceceeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeaes 


ASZAVSZOwMPrPrwmAZwAnNnNDWNHNAERANVNAwYH 
PRPOHMAMHAMOHMASAwMPrnna azwH 
ORPDWOHARPNHNAWHHPHRADCHOY } 
QUWMAQA MWA CYPHHSZERMmMNSAOQNANKR ANDY 
ZZMZQHtAMAQDDAARFBRHVCwAHnNAWMN 
OSZPAAQNARMAGCNHHAU,P PHAQHH 
TMnAMNCAMARAHACAUMAZAAARKrcrommn 
ACSWHAMWHnNHAQAHPHAOAWCWA CHAY 
WAOWUHDWMOINAHVDCADNnNAAZAwwW LY 


Summer time 
Colouring in 
competition 
For the under 16s 


Colour in the picture - the best 
entry wins two cinema tckets 
thanks to the Vue Cinema. 
Closing date is the 30th June. 


PHONE NUMBER: seiicsiceda ci sewndetans oan 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 Leys Creativity | a 
If you would like to see your work featured on this page please email photos, poems F 

or stories to editor@leysnews.co.uk or post artwork to 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 

Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your 

work returned. Many thanks to DW Contractors for sponsoring this page. 


Shadowalkers 


Close up on Community Quilt | cncencscssn aces 


That are permanently in mourning 

For the line of breakage that runs through the crippled world 
And therefore runs through them 

As its dark children 

Therefore in their heart of hearts they are honest 

And without guile 


HERE ARE FIVE of the 20 square 
panels that make up the newly 
unveiled Community Quilt (see front 
page). The Blackbird Leys based In- 


Stitches group began meeting But they know enough not to expose their essence 
weekly eighteen months ago to In a place that lacks 

create the tapestry to mark the and openly mocks sensitivity to our true condition; 

50th anniversary of the estate. Each So they keep it like a hounded and persecuted royal babe 
panel reflects a different aspect of Deep and safe in the darkest shadows 

life in Blackbird Leys. Where it yawns, and stretches, and sleeps blissfully 


Dreaming of funny conversations with monstrous beings 

- That it does not see as monstrous - 

Throwing out random rays of illumination 

That aspect the depth and beauty that pulses through very 
heart 

Of the cool shadows... 


(An endless mysterious purple-black nightscape 

That houses a vast sprawling Abandoned Palace 

Wherein our Deepest Unface-able Fears 

Pass their natural time 

Within its complex, logic-defying configurations, 

Waiting, without impatience for a future appointment we have 
To walk those dark, flickering candle-lit halls 


And negotiate the twists and turns 

Of those endless corridors, 

Till we finally encounter each of them in Turn, 
somehow knowing as we stand there exposed 

We are at last capable of embodying the utter respect 
required 

To look openly and simply into those uncompromising eyes, 
And, having had our full measure taken, 

Walk out, past, and on, 

Into the unknown territory, 

Where glows 

The ruthless penetrating pinpoint 

Of the Lost Star 

The discovery of which automatically perfects 

All perception) 


Meanwhile and without impatience 

They publicly mourn the crack that runs through the world 
- That the rest of us pretend does not exist, 

Or is simply in the nature of things - 

That keeps us all from being real. 


by Roland Moore 


Congratulations to Ellie Waite, aged 5, of Blackbird Leys for winning 
NO VUAIC MCci : VICL spe) our Alice in Wonderland themed Colouring in competition. 
a Thank you to everybody who entered. 
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USEFUL NUMBERS 


CRIME/ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR 

Police emergency: 999 or 
112 

Police non-emergency 
24 hour line: 08458 
505505 

Blackbird Leys Street 
Wardens: 775864 
Environmental health 
(out of hours noise com- 
plaints) 01865 742138 


We all know that 999 is the 
emergency number for 
police, fire and ambulance 
services. But please think 
before you dial - is it a real 
emergency? The non emer- 
gency police number is 
08458 505505 which is 
also manned 24 hours a 
day 


Summer at Templars Square 
20th Anniversary 


Your old photos s 


q 


ought 


TEMPLARS SQUARE is 
celebrating its 20th 
anniversary throughout 
2009 and has _ several 
events organised around 
the theme. The Heart 
Angels will be at the 
centre every afternoon 
from 1 to 4pm from 


4) Tuesday 2 June to 
, Saturday 6 June asking 


for people’s old photos of 
Templars Square, Cowley 
Centre or even Cowley in 
general. 

Entry forms will be 
available from the Heart 


CHILDREN & 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


BLAP after school club 

1 Cuddesdon Way. 

Monday to Friday 3pm-5pm 
for children aged 5-16. @ 
01865 747704 


Dovecote After School Club 
(for 4-12 year olds) 
Monday-Thursday, 
3.15pm-5pm, at the 
Dovecote. £1 per session per 
child. 


Leys Kiddie Club 

In the Dovecote Family Drop- 
in Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 
9.30am-2.30pm. £1. Price 
includes a hot drink and a 
soft drink for children. 

@ Ruth Brown, 07985 
637487. 


A quick guide to what's available on the estate. If you have a service or event you'd like to 
include in What's On, please ring 01865 711756. 


Oxford Blackbirds Football 
Club - Training sessions: 
Tuesday evenings for the 
under 8s, 12s, 13s, 15s and 
16s. On Wednesdays it's the 
under 9's, 10's, 14's. 

@ John Clifton, 01865 
308934 or 07845315620. 


5-a-side football for girls 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
5-6pm for years 3-6. 6-7pm 
for years 7 upwards. 50p a 
session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. @ Matt 
and Katie Gamble, 01865 
427075 


5-a-side football for boys 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
4-5pm for school years 3 to 6. 
5-6pm for years 7 to 9. 

6-7pm for years 10 and 11. 
50p a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. @ Matt and 
Katie Gamble, 01865 
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The PEEP programme offers 
parents support in helping 
children learn and develop. 
Ring 01865 395145 to find the 
PEEP centre nearest to you — 
or write to The PEEP Centre, 
PO Box 1404, OX4 6XW. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed 
Heritage Group provides a 
safe forum to explore issues 
of race and racism with other 
parents and occasional guest 
speakers, while the children 
have fun playing and getting 
to know each other. 

@ 01865 776691 

See box on opposite page for 
courses. 


Parent session at Pegasus 
School Tues, Thurs and Fri. 
(Leys Children's Centre) 
9.15am - 11.15am. 

@ Anne, 01865 777175 


35th Oxford Scout Group 


ELECTRI AS/FLOODIN Angels or Roy Pagget 427075. @ Duncan Bowler, 0776 
Photography and all Home-Start Blackbird L veut 6293353 
EMERGENCY photos will be scanned in | A free home visiting service rene eys You 
: 


Basketball club 

Fridays, 7-8pm, Run by the 
Leys Youth Programme. 

@ Matt and Katie Gamble, 
01865 427075. 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Boys and Girls ages 13 to 18. 
Thursdays 7.30-9.30pm. 
Blackbird Leys Detachment, 
Sandy Lane West, Littlemore, 
OX4 5LD. 

@ 01865 402292 


for families who have at least 
one child under five, aimed 
at supporting you through a 
difficult time. Confidential 
service. @ 01865 779991. 


Flood response 
team(during office hours) 
01865 252907 

Flood response 
team(outside office hours) 
07802 904000 

Gas (24 hour emergency) 
0800 111999 

Electricity (24hr emer- 
gency) 08457 708090 


HOMELESS? 

Emergency temporary 
accommodation 
(Monday-Friday 09:00- 
18:00) 01865 252859 
Emergency temporary 
accommodation 

(outside office hours) 0800 
833408 


HOUSING 

Oxford Citizens Housing 
Association (OCHA): 
01865 773000 

Catalyst Communities: 


immediately. One Mek Blackbird Leys Road. Variety 


of activities & advice for 
young people. @ 772886. 
The Greater Leys Youth 
Football Club 

@ Nick, 07862236540 


2 A winner will be picked at 
random on ist July and they will win a private chartered 
helicopter flight over Oxford for up to five people. A display 
will be made of all the best photos. 


Cheerleading for girls 
aged 6 & over 

Leisure Centre on Pegasus 
Road. Tuesdays 4.30pm. 50p 
a session. Run by the Leys 
Youth Programme. 

@ Matt & Katie Gamble, 
01865 427075 


Dates for you diary 
JUNE 


3 WEDNESDAY 
Leys WI meeting 
The Clockhouse, 7.30 - 9.15pm. 
Inc. talk by horticulturalist 
Rosamund Page on the court- 
yard garden she designed for 
the Chelsea flower show. 
@ Barbara Gray, 01865 514239. 
7 SUNDAY 
First Holy Communion mass 
at the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. 11am. 
@ Fr. David Hartley, 01865 


History of Cowley 


THE SECOND 20th anniversary summer activity starts on 
Tuesday 21 July with a public display of the history of 
Cowley, Cowley Centre, Templars Square Shopping Centre, 
and the John Bunyan Church. 

This is in partnership with the Cowley Local History 
Society (cowleyhistory.org.uk) The Heart Angels return to 
Templars Square between 1pm and 4pm, from Tuesday 21st 
July until Saturday 25th July, and there will be some great 
entertainment for the youngsters at the same time. 


The Barn Youth Project 
Session for ages 7-12 is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. 
Wednesdays is for young peo- 
ple aged 13-20, & runs from 
7pm-9pm. 


day celebration of food. See 
www.childrensfoodfestival.co.uk 
for more information. 


JULY 
1 WEDNESDAY 
Leys WI meeting 
The Clockhouse, 7.30 - 9.15pm. 
@ Barbara Gray, 01865 514239. 
4 SATURDAY 
American Themed Summer Fete 
The Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 2pm. @ Fr. David 
Hartley, 01865 779658 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Summer reading challenge 


LOOK OUT FOR the summer 
01865 712244 — reading challenge at the 
Dominion Housing library from July. This is for 
Group (incorporating all children and young 
Cherwell Housing Trust): people. The 2009 Summer 
0800 4320077, Reading Challenge will be 
Oxford City Council: the 11th annual challenge. 
Freephone 0800 227676 Libraries over the UK will be 


Council tax: 252870 inviting children to embark 
Housing benefit: 252284 


on a fantastical adventure 779658 5 SUNDAY 
LEGAL PROBLEMS OR and become a Questseeker. 8 MONDAY Carnival in the Park 
MONEY WORRIES? The theme is all about South East Area Committee South Park, Saint Clements, 
Agnes Smith Advice ua. " i A Meeting Oxford. @ Danielle, 01865 
peice mee | Nocng ves a fe el Cemanitly eat, EN 
avi bout t h mysterious and wondrous Ee z 
advice about issues suc land where they can discover @ 01865 252249 South East Area Committee 
as debt. the joy of reading and 10 WEDNESDAY Meeting 


Citizens Advice Bureau: 
0870 2200608 or 0870 
1264114 


MEDICAL 

NHS Direct: 0845 4647. 
24-hour helpline for nurse 
advice and health informa- 
tion. 

Dentist: 01865 717749 
(day) 0845 3458995 
(emergencies after 6.30pm) 
Blackbird Leys Health 
Centre: 01865 778244 


BBL Community Centre, 
6.30pm @ 01865 252249 
11 SATURDAY 
Oxford Moonlight Stroll 
In aid of the Sobell House 
Hospice Charity. Registration 
8.30pm. Walk starts 10.30pm. 
@ 01865 857007 
www.oxfordmoonlightstroll.org.uk 
15 WEDNESDAY 
Raffle and table top sale 
Top Shops, Blackbird Leys. 


Leys News Editoral Meeting 
(Everyone welcome) 
1pm at the Boiler Room Cafe, 
Pegasus School. 
@ Anna, 01865 711756 

13 SATURDAY 
Brookes University Open Day 
9.30am to 4.30pm at all three of 
its campuses at Headington, 
Harcourt Hill and Wheatley. See 
page 15 for more information 
Free Power Point workshop 


nurture a life-long love affair 
with books. 


Join us! 
IT’S FREE TO join the library, and you are never too 
young to begin - under 5’s can join the Book Crawl and 
collect a sticker each time they visit the library. When 
they have collected 4 stickers, they get a colourful 
poster, and there are 10 different ones to collect. 

As well as our books, we can offer DVD and Audio 
books for hire, and we have Peoples Network computers 
for adults and children, which offer free access to the 


. internet. Fundraising for Agnes Smith 
Eoys Feary U8 Sper for beginners Advice Centre. @ 01865 
shop): 401430 ; ; ; 10.30am-1ipm at Blitz, Leys Linx 770206. 
NEED TO TALK? Blackbird Leys Library is open: Centre. @ John, 714492 17 FRIDAY 


20 SATURDAY 
Dads’Zone Re-launch 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre, 10am - 3pm. The event 
will be packed with fun for chil- 
dren and their parents or carers: 
bouncy castle, a magician, a 
children's entertainer and bar- 
beque. see page 15 

27 SATURDAY 
Children’s Food Festival 
The Northmoor Trust Farm (10 
miles south of Oxford). A two 


Samaritans: 08457 90 90 
90. Confidential, non- 
judgemental emotional 
support, 24 hours a day. 
The Listening centre 
(Blackbird Leys): 794794 


COMMUNITY 

To book community 
rooms: 749936 
Blackbird Leys Library: 
01865 770403 


Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.15am-12pm & 1.30-5pm 
Tuesday 9.00am-12.00pm 

Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm 

If you wish to contact us, please ring 01865 770403 


End of term Family Barbecue. 
The Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church, 7pm onwards. Tickets at 
£3 for adults and £2 for under 
16s. @ Fr. David Hartley, 01865 
779658 

25 SATURDAY 
Sounds Like Summer 2009 
See ad on page 6 
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Tai chi for the over 50s 
Clockhouse community centre 
every Thurs, 10am-1iam, 
£2. @ 01865 395908 


Gardening Club for over 55s 
New monthly club - starts 
Thursday 11th December. For 
everyone who enjoys growing 
things — from a few indoor 
plants, to a garden or 
allotment. Share your winter 
gardening questions and tips. 
£1 includes tea/coffee. 
Clockhouse Community 
Centre, 2pm @ 01865 395908 


Stretch and Relax: gentle 
exercise group for over 50s 
Tuesdays, 10-11am, 
Clockhouse Community 
Centre, Long Ground, Greater 
Leys. £1.50, 

@ 01865 395908. 


Primetime over 50's group 
Wednesdays, 
10.30am-3.30pm, Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. @ 01865 
467327 


Monday Iunch club for the 
over-50s 

Clockhouse, 10am-1.30pm. 
@ Anne, 422231 


Thursday lunch club for 
the over-50s 

The Barn, 10.30am-2pm. 
Lunch, which is served at 
noon, is taken from a varied 
selection, costs £3, and also 
includes a pudding. @ Anne, 
422231 


Leys Over 60s Club. 
Wed, 1.30pm-4pm, Holy Family 
Church Hall. 


Silver Circle Meets at the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys 
Road. Tues 1.00pm-3.30pm. 
Meet for trips, chats, tea, and 
bingo. @ 435954. 


Golden Circle meets for 
bingo, trips and tea at the 
Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys 


Road. Thurs 1.00pm-3.30pm. 


@ 01865 460592. 


‘Aged 50-plus? Fancy 


ig how to 
grow great flowers and 
veg? Or how about 
learning some first aid 
skills? 


and low-cost or free. 


@ Sally Meachim, 
01865 395908 
clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Blackbird Leys Leisure 
Centre 

@ Bouncy fun for under 5s, 
Mon 10.30-12pm 

@ Body Conditioning, Mon 
10-1liam 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue 6-7pm 
@ Pilates Beginners, Tue 
7-7.45pm 

@ Aerotone, Wed 6-7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu 5-6pm 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English in friendly groups. 
@ Annette 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 to find out 
what is currently on offer. 
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Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 


@ Fr. David Hartley, 01865 
779658 or 07765931126 


dm.hartley@tesco.net 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 


OX4 6BD. Car park in Poulton 
Place. Serving Blackbird Leys, 
Greater Leys, Garsington and 


The Church of the 
Holy Family 


@ Rev David Parry, 
01865 778728. 


Eucharist: Every 
Sunday, 10am 


® Circuit Training, Thu 
7.05-7.55pm 

@ Boxercise, Fri 10-11am 
@ Step & Tone, Fri 6—7pm 
All activites cost from £1.20 
Irish dancing 


Sacred Heart Hall. Weds & 
Thurs, 5pm. 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 


Boxing training. Youth 
Centre at the Leys Linx 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Rd. 
Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, 7.30-9.00pm. 

@ 01865 715815. 


Blackbird Leys Choir 
Wed, 6.30pm-8.30pm, Jack 
Argent room, BBL 
Community centre. 

@ Zoe 07870377251 


Blackbird Leys Swimming 
Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & 
Fri 5.45-6.45pm, and 

Sat & Sun 11.15am-1.00pm. 
Thursdays, 12—1pm, parent 
and toddlers. 

Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30-3.30pm, families only. 
@ 01865 467042. 


impartial advice. Drop-in ses- 
sions are in the centre on 
Mondays 2.00pm-4.00pm and 
Fridays 10.00am-12.00pm. 
Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Starlight’s OCN Accredited Courses 


Starlight now has six accredited courses and if anyone is 
interested in finding out more please do get in touch. 


1. Going for Gold - supporting young people of African 
Caribbean heritage to do well in school. 

2. Move on Up! - aimed at young people aged 14-19 not in 
education, employment or training. 

3. Enterprising Women 


4. Raising the Aspirations of young men & fathers 

5. Community Champions - providing official recognition 
of volunteers’ skills & attributes. 

6. Community Development in Action - helping local 
people take collective action for positive change. 


Starlight Black Child Mixed Heritage Group 
26 Kingfisher Green, OXFORD OX4 7BX 
Email: StarlightEnt7788@aol.com 


Phone: 01865 776691 


... Your local representatives... 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper, Vice Chair: Gerry Webb, Parish Clerk: Helen Shayler, Treasurer: 


Susan Fitzsimons. 


Non-position holders: Anne Booker, Chris Hatton, Rae Humberstone (see City Council section 
below), Danny Johnston, Cyril Martin, Carol Roberts, Rosemary Morlin, Val Smith (see City 
Council and County Council sections), Pat Stannard. 
For further details telephone 01865 734346 during office hours of 9am - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
Answering service outside office hours. The mailing address for the Parish Council is 10 Swan 


Street, Oxford OX29 4HU. 
xfor it ncil 


Blackbird Leys Ward: 


Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

@ 01865 305080 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Rae Humberstone - Labour 


Oxfordshire County Council 


Leys & Lye Division: 


Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 

@ 01865 305080 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Surgery: 2nd and 4th Saturday of 
the month from 11am - 12pm at 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 


Children's Church: 
Cuddesdon. Sunday, 6.30pm 
Regular Services: 
Sundays: Masses, 9.30am, 
with music and children's 


liturgy. 12noon in Portuguese, 


Timeout: Reflective 
evening worship. Most 
Wednesdays at 


Oxford Survivors Free 
Drop-in 


A self-help group of people and 6.00pm 7.30pm 

who use or have used mental 

health services. Fri and Sat, June 7th 

10.30am-3.30pm Blackbird First Holy Communion mass at : 
Leys community centre. 11am (No 12 noon mass that Leys Community 
@ 01865 455868 oxford.sur- day) Church 

NiMORS @eupenencan July 4th @ Richard and Kate 
The Listening Centre. American Themed Summer Colbrook, 01865 

A counselling service for Fete, 2pm 714153. 

Blackbird Leys and Oxford. July 17th The Leys Community 


Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. Mondays: 
12.30pm-8.30pm. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays: 5.30pm-8.30pm. 
@ 01865 794794 


Church meets at 
3.30pm on a Sunday 
afternoon at the 
Church of the Holy 
Family. Meetings 
include special 
activities for children 
and young people. 


End of term Family Barbecue. 
7pm onwards, with tickets at £3 
for adults and £2 for under 16s 


Confirmation arrangements 

We expect the bishop to offer 
confirmation in early November, 
but the first meeting for those 
interested will be after morning 
mass on 21st June. All who are 
yr6 or above. 


PPAR 
OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


Area Committees 


The six Area Committees are responsible for the following: 
abandoned vehicles @ street cleaning 
dog wardens @ ditches and streams 
decisions on planning applications 
public toilets © car parks @ allotments 


75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 
@ 07936 3390018 

or 01865 779678 
cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Barbara Gatehouse - Labour 
51 Ash Grove, Headington 
Oxford OX3 9JN 

@ 01865 741060 
Barbara.gatehouse@oxford- 
shire.gov.uk 


parks and countryside management 
street naming © community centres 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other week. They can 
visit people in their homes - ring or email to 
make arrangements or they can be seen in the 
Community Centre on Saturday mornings or in 
the Leisure Centre at other times. 


South East Area Committee Meetings: 


Monday 8th June 
Rose Hill Community Centre, 
6.30pm 


Member of Parliament 


Northfield Brook Ward: 
Stuart Craft - Independent Working 
Class Association 
Furlong Close, Oxford OX4 4Q) 
@ 07733 274324 
Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 
- 7.30pm at the Clockhouse. 


Member of Parliament 
for Oxford East 
Andrew Smith - Labour 
Unit 1, Newtec Place, 
Magdalen Road, 

Oxford OX4 1RE 


Monday 6th July 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 
6.30pm 


@ 01865 305080 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Monday 3rd August 
Cardinal House, Littlemore (To be confirmed) 
6.30pm 


Jane Elizabeth Lacey - 
Independent Working Class 
Association 
B.| 71 Knights Road, Blackbird Leys 
RY @ 07947 225297 
4 Surgery: Tuesday from 6.30pm to 
@ 7.30pm at the Clockhouse. 


Surgery: Every 3rd Friday at the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 


For further information ring 01865 252249 
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HERBIE PAYNE, this year’s President of 
the Blackbird Leys Bowls Club, is 
waiting in the car park when I arrive at 
the club for a first look around and a 
chance to catch up on what’s going on 
at the club in 2009. 

One of the club’s’ founding 
members and chairman of the 
Blackbird Leys Parish Council, Gordon 
Roper, just happens to be passing by 
and the two exchange a few words 
about the next match before Herbie 
escorts me past the green in through 
the back door as the building was 
closed. 

We sit down in the comfortable 
seating area near the bar, surrounded 
by many photographs from the 
illustrious 45 year history of the club 
off Cuddesdon Way and he tells me 
about the club and what goes on 
there. 

First off the club is always looking 
for new members, particularly ladies 
as there is a shortfall among the 50 or 
so current members. To _ join 
prospective members need to be 
proposed by a current member and 
then there is a straightforward form to 
fill out, this sits on a notice board for 
14 days and then that person is voted 
on for membership. The cost for an 
adult is £24 per annum plus a £4.50 
subscription to the National Bowls 
Association, a senior citizen can join 
for £13 plus the subscription. However 
a couple who are both retired get a 
further discounted rate of £13 per 
year. There is a junior (11 to 18) 
membership rate of £13. Match fees 
are a further £2.50 but there is also 
social club membership for non 
players. 

The summer season got underway in 
late April with a full fixture list for 
mixed games, both home and away 
going up to mid-September. Mens 
league matches run alongside these. 
In the winter the short mat indoor 
league takes over. 

The bowls club is set up so that a 
novice can play in a game, there are 
club coaches around at particular 
times to lend a hand and offer advice. 


Leys News community 
photographer Mentor Brasha 


turned up at the Bullnose Morris 


car park in late April to capture 


people bungee jumping off a 200 


foot high crane to raise money 
for two local good causes - the 
Pathway Workshop and the 
Special Care Baby Unit at the 


John Radcliffe. The event, which 


was organized by the pub, was 
looking to raise over £1500 for 
the two causes. Fifteen people 


paid £50 each to make the jump 


watched by a crowd of well 
wishers, friends and pub 
regulars. 


Bullnose jumpers 
raise charity cash 


Oxford City Council organised a day at 
the end of May to encourage 
newcomers to visit the club and others 
in the city, at Florence Park and West 
Oxford. 

Herbie tells me that one of the 
highlights of the year is the annual 
match with Walpole Bay Bowls Club 
near Margate. This year the club is due 
to play their seaside match on 
Saturday 1 August and will make a 
weekend of it. The club also organises 
an annual Pairs Classic open 


competition in July. He also tells me 
that what the club could really do with 
are new changing rooms - the existing 
ones went past their sell-by date years 
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ago and look decidedly shabby next to 
the clubhouse and will soon be 
dwarfed by the modern state-of-the- 
art nursery centre being erected next 
door. The club has in recent years had 
its toilets modernised through the help 
of Oxford City Council. 

The social club activities include a 
monthly bingo session on a Saturday, 
a weekly Friday meat draw and a crib 
team. Herbie tells me that Sunday 
lunchtime is a favourite time when 
many members meet to enjoy each 
others company and have a drink. The 
bar is run by volunteers. The well- 
proportioned functions room near the 
bar is also available for private hiring 


ayy 


by club members. 

It is the prerogative of the club 
captain, who this year is Craig 
Maroney, to nominate a charity close 
to them to support over the year they 
are captain. He has decided this year 
to focus on help for children with cleft 
palates. In previous years they have 
supported many different charities 
from Guide Dogs for the Blind to the 
Cardiac Care Unit. 


Anyone interested in visiting this 
friendly club is most welcome to stop 
by when it is open or call Herbie 
Payne on 434635. 
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Greater Leys 
Youth FC - 
End of season 
report 


GREATER LEYS FC has had a 
very successful and 
rewarding first year which is 
very encouraging for the 
future of the club. 

The Under 11’s reached 
the final of the league cup, 
only to be beaten by Didcot 
Town but on Saturday 16th 
May, the Under 11’s won the 
Abingdon Youth tournament. 

The Under 12’s team 
were always pushing for 
promotion and eventually 
finished third and the Under 
15’s team had a tough, but 
enjoyable first season in the 
league. 

Under 7’s and Under 8's 
boys and girls team were 
introduced and the club is 
planning to enter a team into 
the Under 9’s league next 
season. 


The club is always on the 
lookout for new players 
especially at the younger 
age group and have a need 
for further sponsorship, so if 
there are any potential 
sponsors please contact Ian 
Fieldwick on 07810716898. 


Oxford 
Blackbirds 


Oxford Blackbirds Under 


15 team won the Under 
15 Knockout Cup with a 
3-1 victory over Carterton 
in the final played in 
Abingdon. The team also 
won the A League title 
and the Oxfordshire 
Football Association Under 
15 Cup. 


Clive Pratley 


THE SAD NEWS of the death of Clive Pratley, 
former coach of the Oxford Blackbirds, was 
announced on May 20 as Leys News was going to 


Clive, who was 47 and a former BMW factory 
worker, spent eight years as coach of the 
Blackbirds. He was found dead in a car parked in 
a lay-by near Clifton Hampden. 
his wife Diane and his son Craig. 


He leaves behind 


Colleagues from the club praised his coaching 
skills and his all-round support for youth football. 
Leys News is planning a tribute in its next 
edition, due out at the end of July. Anyone is 
invited to contribute either words or photos. 
Contact details are on page 2. 


AFFORDABLE 
Dental Care 


@® No waiting list 
@® FREE denture consultation 


Leys Dental Care 


50 Blackbird Leys Road 


01865 717749 


